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Come, Lord Jesus 
By Myra Irwin Allen 


Come, Lord Jesus, come again, 
And begin Thy peaceful reign. 
Hill and mountain spring to greet 
Thy returning beauteous feet. 
Come, the blood of martyrs cries; 
Come, redeem Thy paradise. 


All the lightning’s harnessed flight, 
All the iron bands of might, 

Crafts of air and ships of sea 

Wait their orders, Lord, from Thee. 
Come; is not the hour at hand? 
Enter now Thy promised land. 


Lord, Thy fields, o’er-ripened, wait, 
And Thy harvesters are late; 

Wake them from their slumber deep; 
Bid them haste, and, running, reap. 
Come, Lord Jesus, ’tis Thine hour; 
Come, and claim Thy promised dower. 


Come, and by Thy Spirit’s sword 
Smite th’ assailants of Thy Word; 
Put Thy silenced foes to shame 

By the glory of Thy name. 

Come, Lord Jesus, take Thine own; 
Come, possess Thine earthly throne. 


Gospel Frankness 


Frankness can do great harm, or it 
ake much good. It depends on what 
is back of it and how it is used. If the 
Word “frank” is played up in the adver- 
it of a modern secular novel, it 

's probably a euphemism for “morally 


me 
we 


rotten.” When a man boasts. of his 
frankness, says he never cares what 
other people think, and runs on thought- 
lessly in his talk, he is in great danger 
of becoming proud of that quality and 
defeating his own purpose. But it is 
possible to be both truthful and tactful. 
A good doctor must be. If he examines 
a patient and finds a condition that needs 
operation, he will tell the patient so, 
but he will explain the situation in a 
kindly way to avoid shocking the patient 
as far as he possibly can. Many 
churches and other Christian organiza- 
tions are suffering today from a lack of 
the right kind of frankness. One reason 
for the great strength of the societies 
founded by John and Charles Wesley was 
their boldness in dealing directly with 
the sins of unbelievers and believers, 
both in public and in private. But their 
motive was love for souls and their aim 
the glory of God. Today Christians talk 
too often about one another, and not 
enough to one another when they see 
things that are wrong. If such a thing 
is not worth talking about to the per- 
son who has done it, it is not worth 


talking about to someone else. The Lord 
Jesus said, “Moreover if thy brother 
shall trespass against thee, go and tell 
him his fault between thee and him 
alone: if he shall. hear thee, thou hast 
gained thy brother” (Matt. 18:15); “Take 
heed to yourselves: if thy brother tres- 
pass against thee, rebuke him; ‘and if 
he repent, forgive him” (Luke 17:3). 
How true are Solomon’s words: “Re- 
prove not a scorner, lest he hate thee: 
rebuke a wise man, and he will love 
thee” (Prov. 9:8); but too many today 
are in the first class, and too few in 
the second. Frankness can be used in 
talking with our fellow Christians if it 
is used at the right time and in the 
right way, under the guidance of the 
Spirit, and if it comes out of genuine 
love for them and a real desire for the 
glory of God. And in talking with the 
unsaved, it is necessary to show them 
their need, in order that they may come 
to the Saviour, but it should be done in 
charity and humility. “Let your speech 
be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, 
that ye may know how ye ought to 
answer every man” (Col, 4:6). 
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ll. The Arrest of Jesus 


This is the second of four meditations, translated by Ernest Gordon, 


from Walter Luthi’s book, La Parole Faite Chair 
of which there is no English translation. 


Flesh”), 


E story of Jesus’ arrest has its 
lesson for the Church in persecu- 
tion. It reminds us that, from the 
beginning, captivity has been an experi- 
ence of the Church. The Old Testament 
speaks of long and gruelling captivities 
of the people of God, now in Egypt, now 
in Babylon. In the Psalms are echoes 
of the songs of Zion’s captives. If Jesus 
Christ, the Head, suffers arrest, the 
members of His Church must expect 
the day when the order of arrest shall 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“He shall see of the travail of 
his soul, and shall be satisfied: by 
his knowledge shall my righteous 
servant justify many; for he shall 
bear their iniquities” (Isa, 53:11). 

















(“The Word Made 


be launched against them also. Let us 
then attend closely to the instruction 
which comes to us from the arrest of 
Jesus. 

When our Lord appeared before Annas 
the high priest, He did not comport 
Himself as prisoner. Usually Oriental 
prisoners groan and implore during a 
trial, hoping thus to soften the judge’s 
heart. They take an attitude of submis- 
sion. But Jesus of Nazareth speaks as 
though on an equality with the high 
priest, as a free man, as a prince. Annas 
asks Him about His doctrine and His 
disciples. Jesus knows that he is per- 
fectly well acquainted with His teaching 
and that his question is but a ruse. The 
high priest wishes to assume the appear- 
ance of legality. From the day of the 
resuscitation of Lazarus, the fate of 
Jesus had been sealed. Christ made the 
old churchman feel his insincerity. “I 
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spake openly to the world; I ever taught 
in the synagogue, and in the temple,” 
He said (John 18:20). What more is 
needed? “Ask them which heard me.” 

He did not speak as a prisoner. One 
can be free even with hands bound. 
Accused, one can’ be above one’s judge 
when the right is on one’s side. Let us 
underscore this. During His passion 
Jesus bowed Himself only to His Father, 
never for a moment before human 
power. He who sees in the passion a 
subordination of Jesus to the tyrants of 
this world has not comprehended the 
meaning of the cross. Divine and hu- 
man justice were violated. By His death 
Jesus redresses them for all time and all 
peoples. 

A servant intervened to put Him in 
His place. “Answerest thou the high 
priest so?” Here, where the justice of 
God is in question, Jesus does not offer 
the other cheek to his assailant. He pro- 
tests in due form against this illegal 
treatment: “If I have spoken evil, bear 
witness of the evil: but if well, why 
smitest thou me?” If Jesus is delivered 
to the mercy of those who have arrested 
Him, it is only because He is ready to 
fulfill the will of the Father who has 
brought Him to the cross. 

The Christian can follow Christ to the 
cross either in silence or in witness, as 
Jesus did before Annas. There exists 
a liberty of captives, a strength of the 
weak, a joy of those weeping, a life in 
death. The Church which knows its 
Lord is free even when gagged. To be- 
lieve in Jesus Christ is to believe in this 
victory. To doubt it is to line up with 
tyranny and to recognize tyranny’s 
power. But too often the expression, 
“free in his chains,” does not correspond 
with fact. Man is prisoner. Only he 
whom Jesus frees is truly free. 

The freedom of Jesus was exhibited 
at His arrest. He did not submit pas- 
sively: He made Himself prisoner. It 
was He who directed the movements. 
He decided the place of His arrest, Geth- 
semane where, not without conflict, He 
had submitted to His Father to drink the 
cup to its dregs. By this obedience He 
made Himself free from all that man 
could do to Him. Jesus also decided the 
hour of His arrest when He sent Judas 
from the Supper: “That thou doest, do 
quickly” (John 13:27). Then He re- 
turned to Gethsemane that Judas might 
find Him there. 

His enemies, well armed, gathered at 
the garden’s entrance to seize Him. They 
were unable to surprise Him. He ad- 
vanced royally to meet them in the full 
light of their torches. It was He who 
first spoke and showed Himself master, 
not servant. Twice he asked, “Whom 
seek ye?” and twice replied, “I am he.” 
In the Greek text the word employed 
is that which Jesus uses in the Gospel 
of John every time He speaks of the 
_ mystery of His person, ego eimi,.“I am 
‘the light of the world, I am the bread 





of life, I am the way, I am the good 
shepherd, I am the vine. Ye call me 
Master and, Lord: and ye say well; for 
so I am.” 

This ego eimi, “I am,” is like a 
cry of triumph. He can be arrested, 
struck, covered with shame and insults, 
yet He is the light of the world. His 
executioners can reduce Him to such 
destitution that he cries, “I thirst”; but 
they cannot prevent Him from being 
Saviour and from saying, “Take, eat 

. Drink ye all of it.” His adver- 
saries can strike the Saviour and scat- 
ter the flock. Yet He becomes the Good 
Shepherd and gives His life for His 
sheep. They can take His life, but they 
cannot prevent him, by His death, from 
saving all those who believe in Him, 

Jesus opposed His majestic, “I am he,” 
to those who sought to crush Him. He 
said it to the soldiers, He said it to 
Judas, and the traitor felt all the weight 
of the words. He used it also to His 
disciples. He proclaimed “I am he” so 
loudly that the demons heard it when 
rejoicing at His arrest. These words 
echo in the ears of the celestial armies; 
they shake Heaven and earth and hell. 
It is not astonishing that Judas fell 
back and was thrown to the ground by 
the power of this word. After having 
heard this “I am” resound across the 
whole Gospel, its effect on Judas does 
not surprise us. As before Annas, so 
before Judas, Jesus shows Himself to 
be Master. 

A second time Jesus asks, “Whom seek 
ye?” He wished to safeguard His dis- 
ciples. He acted as the Good Shepherd, 
protecting His lambs. After giving the 
order, “If therefore ye seek me, let these 
go their way” (John 18:8), Jesus with- 
drew from His disciples. He knew that 
they would not be able to bear arrest. 
The time had not come when the apostles, 
in chains, were to be the witnesses of 
true liberty. Just as we send away chil- 
dren when the situation becomes serious, 
so Jesus sent away His disciples. 

But Peter did not wish to be spared, 
protected, dismissed as a child. He pre- 
sumed to set himself up as protector of 
his Master and to counter with the 
sword the will of the Father. “Put up 
thy sword into the sheath: the cup which 





Coming Next Week 


EXT week’s Sunpay ScHOooL 
Tres will be the annual 
Music Number. Two special fea- 
tures will be an article by Dr. Ivan 
H. Hagedorn, “Hymns Inspired by 
Love for Children,” and a challeng- 
ing discussion by Paul Beckwith, 
of the Inter-Varsity Christian Fel- 
lowship, of “Christian Singing.” 
Mr. Davis will conclude, next 
week, his series, “Israel Returns 
Home According to Prophecy.” 
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my Father hath given me, shall I ng 
drink it?” said Jesus to him (John 1 
11). We Christians also know the temp. 
tation to which Peter succumbed—, 
do more than is demanded of us. 
sin as much by going beyond God’s rm. 
quirements as in falling short. The attj. 
tude of Peter and the words of Jesus an 
for a warning to us. Peter refused to lp 
a simple sheep: he posed as a shepherj 
But at the end he was a wandering 
sheep who only caused one more grief ty 
the sovereign Shepherd. 


Notes on Open Letters 


NoTime To Read the Whole Bible 


_ Believing that the simple inform. 
tion in fewest words will of itself (if 
given publicity) increase by many the 
number of readers of the Bible, I sub. 
mit the following for any way in 
which you can Eve it publicity. h 
only 90 hours, almost anyone (junio 

hi grades up) can read the entir 

Bible through from cover to cover- 

An Arizona reader, 

One of the best ways to get to know 
the Bible is to read it through repeat. 
edly. The Arizona reader, in his brief, 
anonymous note, has reduced the task 
to its simplest terms, which should e- 
able anyone who is really interested to 
find or make time to read the Bible 
through. This means that if one hou 
a day were given to it, the Bible could 
be read through in three months; a half 
hour a day would cover it in six months; 
and only fifteen minutes a day would 
complete the reading in one year, There 
is no other reading that is so worth 
while; and after one has read it through 
several times, he finds that, as he is 
reading any one particular passage, other 
passages on the same subject from other 
parts of Scripture come to his mind and 
illuminate what he is reading. 

Some of the most useful Christians 
have made it a habit to read the Bible 
through once a year. Robert Murray 
McCheyne worked out a plan for it that 
is still followed by some in Scotland 
and elsewhere. Hudson Taylor read it 
through 40 times. The Editor learned 
from Dr. Howard Taylor many years ag0 
that he had then read it through 3 
times; from the late Mr, Willis Hotch- 
kiss, missionary to Africa, that in 14 
he had read it through 144 times; that 
in the same year Dr. Walter Wilson had 
read it 44 times. Mr. George T. B. Davis, 
director of the Million Testaments Cam- 
paigns, began in 1905 to read it through 
once a year, and has followed the prt 
tice annually ever since. It is what on 
may call the synthetic, rather than th 
analytical method, but it is a very pre 
tical and helpful means of getting ® 
know the Word of God. 

The Trmes has often quoted parts @ 


(Continued on page 793) 

















eBPrerment Scowmr se como re eae 








 ertwerenmpveccas 











ott, Law al aaa 


ae &@& 028A & wm © & fe & 2 — of ee OG om oF we & 2s ke 











16, 195) 





hall I no 

(John 1p: 
the temp. 
umbed — ty 
of us. We 
| God’s re. 
_ The atti. 
f Jesus are 
fused. to be 
1 shepherd, 
wandering 
re grief tp 


etters 
ole Bible 


2 informa. 
f itself (if 
’ many the 
ible, I sub. 
y way in 
dlicity. h 
ne (junior 
the entir 
to cover— 


‘t to know 
gh repeat- 
| his brief, 
i the task 
should en- 
terested to 
the Bible 
one hour 
sible could 
‘ths; a half 
ix months; 
jay would 
ear, There 

so worth 
it through 

as he is 
sage, other 
from other 
- mind and 


Christians 
the Bible 
rt Murray 
for it that 
1 Scotland 
or read it 
or learned 
r years ago 
hrough % 
lis Hoteh- 
at in 14 
imes; that 
Nilson had 
. B. Davis, 
ents Cam- 
it through 
the prat 
; what one 
- than the 
very prat- 
getting 


1 parts a 
3) 5 








‘Lesson for October | 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


(3) 779 


VIl. Israel Returns Home According to Prophecy 


Beersheba and the Negev 


O-: of the most interesting events 





of our stay in the land of Israel 

was a trip to the ancient city of 
Beersheba, in the heart of the Negev. 
It was in this district that the patriarchs 
Abraham and Isaac dwelt with their 
families and servants, and flocks and 
herds, some four thousand years ago. 

In the first Book of the Bible we read: 
“And Abraham planted a grove in Beer- 
sheba, and called there on the name of 
the Lord, the everlasting God.” After 
Abraham returned from Mount Moriah, 
where he had been willing to offer up 
his beloved son, Abraham and Isaac re- 
turned and dwelt at Beersheba (Gen. 
21:33; 22:19). Later when Isaac was 
grown he went to Beersheba again, and 
in Genesis we read: “And he went up 
from thence to Beersheba. And the Lord 
appeared unto him the same night, and 
said, I am the God of Abraham thy 
father: fear not, for I am with thee, 
and will bless thee, and multiply thy 
seed for my servant Abraham’s sake. 
And he builded an altar there, and 
talled upon the name of the Lord, and 
pitched his tent there: and there Isaac’s 
servants digged a well. . , And he 
talled it Sheba: therefore the name of 
the city is Beersheba unto this day” 
(Gen. 26:23-25, 33). 


A Growing, Flourishing Center 

Beersheba is one of the most familiar 
names in the Bible. It was the southern- 
Most city in the territory of the Israel- 
ites. Again and again in the pages of 
the Old Testament we read the phrase, 
“from Dan to Beersheba” — from Dan in 
the north to Beersheba in the south. 
For long centuries of the Christian Era, 
under Turkish and Arab rule, Beersheba 
was a city of small importance, save as 
a stopping place for the caravans that 
traveled between Egypt and Mesopo- 
tamia and other Eastern lands. 

But, today, since the establishment of 
the State of Israel, the city has taken 
on new life. It is a growing and flour- 
ishing center. It is expected ere long 
to become the metropolis of the southern 
area of Israel. 


One day, our host in Jerusalem an- 
“Mounced that he was going to motor 
‘down to Beersheba and kindly offered 
0 take several of us with him. At eight 
clock in the morning, we left the 
‘church home, on the “Street of the 
—" for the city of Beersheba. 
‘ Jerusalem was left behind and we 
Were traveling on good roads down the 
hills of Judea. At one place, Mr. Irish 
Pointed out the birthplace of John the 

al And the story in the first chap- 
‘Wrof Luke became more realistic: “And 

arose ... and went into the hill 


* green vegetation. 


It was at Beersheba that Abraham 
dug a well, and later, when the own- 
ership was disputed by the Philis- 
tines, made a covenant with Abim- 
elech that they would not molest each 
other. Seven ewe lambs were given 
to Abimelech by Abraham as a wit- 
ness to the covenant and the place 
was called “Beersheba” or “The Well 
of Seven.” Here Abraham lived for 
many years, and later Isaac reopened 
the wells. Mr. Davis tells of visit- 
ing Beersheba, where he saw one of 
the old wells used for hundreds of 
years. 








country with haste, into a city of Juda; 
and entered into the house of Zacharias, 
and saluted Elisabeth”—the mother of 
John the Baptist. 

A little later, the ancient town of 
Kirjath-jearim was pointed out. It was 
there that the ark of the Lord remained 
for twenty years, after it had been de- 
livered up by the Philistines, in the days 
of Eli the priest, and Samuel the 
prophet. And it was from there, after 
varied experiences, that David finally 
brought the ark to Jerusalem. 

Presently we left the hills of Judea, 
and came to a great undulating plain, 
which proved to be the northern part 
of the Negev. As we rode on and on 
through the plains of the Negev, I was 
pleasantly surprised. It was all so dif- 
ferent from the barren land that I had 
expected to see. Colonies were dotted 
here and there over the plains, and the 
colonists were busy with modern com- 
bines that were cutting and threshing 
the wheat, and binding the sheaves into 
bales, all at one operation. 

In most places in the northern Negev, 
the land is quite fertile with rich, black 
soil. In other places, the soil is rather 
yellow, but still productive. During 
most of the journey to Beersheba, the 
ground was covered with grass or other 
Our journey, how- 
ever, was made in the month of May. 
Later, the vegetation would be brown 
and withered. An auto trip to Beer- 
sheba in May would ordinarily be very 
hot. But the day we went the sky was 
overcast, and the clouds were like a big 
umbrella. So the trip was very pleasant 
and comfortable, and we thanked God 
for such care over His children. 

The motor road was very good all the 
way from Jerusalem- to Beersheba. At 
one point we passed within a few miles 
of the ancient Philistine city of Gaza. 
It was at Gaza that Samson “took the 
doors of the gate of the city, and the 
two posts, and went away with them, 
bar and all, and put them upon his 


By GEORGE T. B. DAVIS 


shoulders, and carried them up to the 
top of an hill that is before Hebron” 
(Judges 16:3)—a distance of some 
twenty miles. Southward from the pres- 
ent-day city of Gaza there is a narrow 
strip of land that is still held by the 
Egyptians since the recent Arab-Jewish 
war. 

As we journeyed on from Gaza to 
Beersheba, we saw deep trenches along 
the road, with miles of eighteen-inch 
steel pipes near the trenches. "We were 
told that at Magdal, not far from Gaza, 
the Jews have found an abundant supply 
of water, through boring deep wells. 
They are laying these pipes to carry water 
from Magdal to Beersheba and to vari- 
ous colonies along the way. At different 
places we saw smaller pipes. These will 
tap the main pipeline, and carry water 
to irrigate. Jewish settlements. At vari- 
ous points along the roadway, we saw 
eucalyptus trees that had recently been 
planted. Sometimes the trees were in 
three rows. We saw men watering these 
little trees that were only a few inches 
high. The eucalyptus trees are extremely 
valuable in desert land. 


Colonists From All Lands 


At one place, as we journeyed south- 
ward, we saw four young Jews repair- 
ing the roadway. Our host stopped the 
car, and I had a nice talk with them and 
learned that they were from one of the 
near-by colonies. One of them, a tall, 
pleasant-faced young man, told me he 
was born in Palestine. He spoke Eng- 
lish fairly well. One of the other young 
men was from Germany, another from 
Czechoslovakia, and the fourth one from 
Turkey. It was an example of how the 
Jews are going back to Israel from all 
lands. 

Presently I pulled a Hebrew New Tes- 
tament from my pocket and asked 
whether any of them would like to read 
it. All four expressed their desire to 
have a copy. I gave each of them a 
Hebrew New Testament, and they were 
delighted to have the little Books. Then 
I asked whether I could take a picture 
of them with the little Books and again 
they willingly assented. 

Then they had a request: “Could you 
send us a copy of the picture?” I gladly 
agreed to do this, and waving them good- 
by returned to the motor car, and we con- 
tinued our journey. 

Only a few days ago I received a let- 
ter from one of the four young men, He 
said: 

Dear Mr. Davis: We received your 
nice pictures, and we thank you for your 

entleness. We also thank you for the 


ew Testaments you gave us. It is an 
important book to all the religions, and 


_although we here in Kibbutz are more 
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liberals, we know what the New Testa- 
ment did and does for mankind. We in- 
vite you to-come to our settlement in 
your second visit, and be our guest. 
Yours cordially 
And he signed his name. God grant that 
these four young men may read them- 
selves into the Kingdom of God! 

At another place along the road, we 
saw two agricultural machines at work 
in a field near by. One of the machines 
was gathering up straw and binding it, 
and the other was taking the bales of 
straw to the colony. Six men were 
working on the second larger machine. 
Our friend kindly stopped the motor 
car while I went into the field to talk 
with the workers. I found that the man 
who seemed to be in charge of the larger 
machine was a Rumanian, while his 
five fellow workers were Yemenites. 
Some of them had the usual black 
beards, with curls at the sides of their 
faces. The young man from Rumania 
gladly accepted a Hebrew New Testa- 
ment. It was the last one I had in my 
pocket, but the Yemenite Jews also de- 
sired copies of the New Testament. 
Hence one of the Yemenites was dele- 
gated to go with me to the car to get 
five more copies of the Book. As I 
handed the Yemenite Jew the five He- 
brew New Testaments at the car, he 
gratefully took them and courteously 
kissed his hand to us as he bade us fare- 
well. 

At last we arrived in Beersheba. The 
city at present has a population of about 
three thousand people, but it is grow- 
ing rapidly. Practically all the people 
in Beersheba are Jews. When I asked 
about the old wells, my host said that 
there are eleven of them. I saw one of 
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those ancient wells at Beersheba. It is 
some eight to ten feet in diameter. Sev- 
eral of the wells are fourteen feet in 
diameter and they are from forty to 
sixty-five feet deep. I saw a remnant of 
the old Arab method of drawing the 
water with a big wooden wheel. But 
now the water is drawn from the wells 
by gasoline engines. It is very remark- 
able that the wells that were doubtless 
dug by the servants of Abraham and 
Isaac are still providing the inhabitants 
of Beersheba with drinking water after 
a period of nearly four thousand years! 

During our short stay in Beersheba, 
I had the privilege of visiting various 
homes in company with two mission- 
aries who had traveled with us in the 
car. We had brought with us, that 
morning, a good supply of New Testa- 
ments in a number of languages. After 
prayer we began the work of visitation, 
offering New Testaments to those who 
would agree to read them. 

We had a very interesting time. The 
first ones we approached were two men, 
who were working on a house that was 
nearly completed. One of the mission- 
aries very wisely opened the conversa- 
tion by saying that we had some little 
Books to give them, and asked what lan- 
guage they preferred. Such a friendly 
and natural question broke the ice, and 
soon we were showing them New Testa- 
ments in different languages. The men 
then told us they were from Rumania. 
We did not have Rumanian New Testa- 
ments, but one of the men could read 
German and was given a copy in that 
language. He then asked for a Hun- 
garian New Testament for a friend. Then 
we visited other homes, and had inter- 











View of Beersheba 
This ancient city, where pin and Isaac lived, is fast becoming the metropolis 


the Negev, in southern Israel. 
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esting talks with the people. Most of 
them gladly received New Testaments 
and ‘were grateful for them. 

At noon we enjoyed a good meal there 
in a restaurant, and in the afternoon we 
set off for Jerusalem, arriving that eve. 
ning, glad and thankful in heart for the 
privilege of visiting the ancient city of 
Beersheba, and of giving out the Word 
of God in the place where Abraham ang 
Isaac had sojourned nearly four thov- 
sand years ago. 

From Beersheba southward to ancient 
Elath, the Negev is largely desert land. 
But the southern Negev may prove to 
be one of the valuable areas in the land 
of Israel. It was recently announced 
that Dr. Weizmann has found a plant 
that can easily be grown in the arid soi] 
of the southern Negev — a plant that can 
be used for making plastics. 

One of the greatest assets of the Negey 
is the fabulous wealth of the mineral 
salts of the Dead Sea. Some years ago, 
the editor of the magazine called Chem. 
istry estimated the potential wealth of 
the mineral salts of the Dead Sea at 
one trillion, two hundred and seventy 
billion dollars ($1,270,000,000,000). This 
is the richest body of water in all the 
world. 

During the Arab-Jewish war, the large 
plant of the Palestine Potash Company 
at the northern end of the Dead Sea, 
which we saw and wrote about on pre- 
vious visits to Palestine,! was completely 
destroyed by the Arabs. However, the 
plant of the Potash Company at the 
southern end of the Dead Sea is still 
intact. The problem is how to get the 
mineral salts to the Mediterranean sea- 
coast to export them to foreign lands. 

During our stay in Jerusalem, I vis- 
ited the office of the Palestine Potash 
Company. The manager said they are 
asking the State of Israel to co-operate 
in building a roadway for trucks to Beer- 
sheba. It would cost about a million 
dollars. There are good roads from 
Beersheba to the coast. The salts could 
then be sent to Magdal by trucks, and 
by train to Haifa; or they may decide to 
build a small harbor at ancient Ash- 
kelon, so that the salts could be sent 
from Ashkelon to various lands by 
steamer. 

It is in the Negev that the Govern- 
ment of Israel sees abundant room for 
settling hundreds of thousands of Jews 
who are returning from all parts of the 
world. And in the days to come, the 
Negev will be more and more trans- 
formed from a long-barren desert into 2 
useful and fruitful land. And when the 
Lord returns to reign, the beautiful 
prophecy of Isaiah will be gloriously 
fulfilled: “The wilderness and the soli- 
tary place shall be glad for them; and 
the desert shall rejoice, and blossom 4 

(Continued on page 793) 


1See “Rebuilding Palestine According 

Prophecy.” (The Million Testaments Cam 
paigns, 1505 Race St. Philadelphia 2; % 
cents.) . 
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A Great Gathering in the Swiss Highlands 


The Conference on World-Evangelization at Beatenberg 


IS a never-to-be-forgotten experi- 
ence to attend a conference at the 
Bible School at Beatenberg in the Ber- 
nese Oberland, Switzerland. The mag- 
nificent Alpine surroundings are quite 
in keeping with the high spiritual plane 
on which the meetings are conducted. 

Beatenberg lies along a single road 
cut from the steep mountainside about 
9840 feet above sea level. Nearly 2,000 
feet below are the blue-green waters 
of Lake Thun, occasionally dotted with 
white sails; in the middle distance rise 
tree-covered slopes, scarred by bare 
stretches of gray rock; and in the back- 
ground on clear days are seen three snow- 
capped peaks, the Jungfrau, Ménch, and 
figer, towering up to 13,668 feet. Between 
the village and the lake lie steep green 
meadows, surrounded by evergreens; and 
on the slopes stand the lovely Swiss 
chalets, with their overhanging gables 
and eaves, their pretty balconies and 
flower boxes, and their luxuriant vege- 
fable and flower gardens. In the com- 
plete stillness of the night the pleasant 
tone of the church clock sounds out the 
hours and half-hours, 

The busy center of Christian activity 
at Beatenberg is the “Bibelheim und 
Bibelschule,” for its founders, Dr. and 
Mrs, Wasserzug, wanted it to be not only 
aschool, but a true home, like that of a 
large Christian family. And their hope 
has been fulfilled, for there is here a 
Most unusual spirit of love, fellowship, 
and willing helpfulness. 

Beginning in a cottage with five stu- 
dents in 1934, the Bible School now owns 
What was formerly a large hotel, and 
several other buildings, which include 
a fine printing shop and cottages fom 
young people’s camps. Dr. and Mrs. 
Wasserzug wanted Christian parents and 
their children to come together to this 
lovely spot during the summer months. 
The work now includes several branches, 

In 1945 the Missionary Institute was 
opened, and students from many Euro- 
pean countries come to it for their train- 
ing. Graduates today are in China, In- 
dia, Africa, South America, North Amer- 
ita, and in Europe from Marseilles to 


Since 1935 international conferences 
for Bible study, prayer, and to promote 
World evangelization have been held in 
July and August. The basis and aim 
@f these conferences are like those of 
the British and American Keswick con- 
ferences. 


iM, 


‘he young people’s and children’s 


#Mps provide a wholesome vacation in 


ful surroundings and a thoroughly 


By PHILIP E. HOWARD, JR. 


Christian atmosphere. This year 150 
children from 6 to 14 years old came to 
the first 8-day camp; and between 80 
and 90 from 16 to 20 years old attended 
the second camp. The boys themselves 
built a substantial and attractive new 
cottage which was dedicated on Sunday, 
August 13. 

The printing shop requires six full- 
time workers and is directed by Mrs. R. 
E. Neighbour, well known to many 
Americans, who also assists Frau Dr. 
Wasserzug in the management of this 
growing work. The shop has a Number 
2 Kelly Press and an Intertype machine, 
provided by the Good News Publishing 
Company of Chicago; a good folding 
machine, and other equipment. It issues 
tracts, booklets, and books in German, 
French, Dutch, Russian, Polish, Ruma- 
nian, and English. The School issues 
these periodicals: Bijbel en Gebed 
(Dutch); Bibel und Gebet (German); 
Bible et Priére (French) —all meaning 
“Bible and Prayer”; and Weltevangelisa- 
tion (German, “World Evangelization”). 
Grosse Freude (“Great Joy”), in Ger- 
man and English, is edited by Mrs. 
Neighbour and issued by the print shop. 

The late Dr. S. Wasserzug had been 
a missionary and teacher, and was a 
gifted scholar and linguist, speaking eight 
languages. He passed away last May at 
the age of 87. His wife, still in middle 
life, is also talented, having the Ph.D. 
degree from the University of Bonn, and 
speaking German, English, and French. 
(To her students and associates she is 
known as “Frau Doktor.”) Though not 
strong, she is full of energy, a very hard 
worker, and a cheerful leader of this 
varied work. The Confession of Faith 
of the Bible School is clear evidence 
of the sound faith of Dr. and Mrs, Was- 
serzug, for it contains eight sections set- 
ting forth the fundamentals, 





The International Conference on World- 
Evangelization held at Beatenberg this 
year, August 7-14, brought together some 
400 delegates from many countries. At 
one meeting prayers were offered in Ger- 
man, Dutch, French, English, Italian, and 
Arabic. At the “International Meeting,” 
the hymn, “What a Friend We Have in 
Jesus,” was sung simultaneously in sev- 
eral languages; and groups were present 
from England, Holland, Austria, Ger- 
many, France, Norway, Denmark, Fin- 
land, and the United States, as well as 
Switzerland. There were also mission- 
aries from several countries, among 
whom were Mrs. Helen Rich of Station 
HCJB, Quito; Miss Barker of the Far 
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Eastern Broadcasting Company; Mrs. 
Carder from the Canary Islands; Mrs. 
Hasegawa from Japan; and Mr. and Mrs. 
Willies from Patagonia. 

The Rev. E. L. Langston of Bourne- 
mouth, Eng., who for many years has 
been one of the leaders of the Keswick 
Convention, gave a series of messages 
based on the prophecies of Balaam and 
entitled “The Pathway to Fullness of 
Life.” He pointed out that Israel’s two 
great enemies, Balak and Balaam (which 
mean “Lord of nations” and “Waster” 
or “Destroyer”), typify the enemies of 
the church today; but, he said, “God 
wants to bring you into full fellowship 
with Himself,” and he very clearly set 
forth the way of victory through faith 
in Christ. Dr. Wasserzug gave strong 
addresses in the evening on “The Bible 
Is God’s Word”; “The Blood of Christ”; 
“The Holy Spirit”; and “What Will You 
Do With Jesus?” Devotional messages 
were given by Mr. Stanley Clark, for- 
merly general director of Barclay’s Bank 
in Jerusalem, who has recently come 
to be financial director at Beatenberg. 
The writer gave five studies in the First 
Epistle of John. Testimonies or short 
messages were also given by Evangelist 
Otto G. Hahn and the Rev. Mr. Milligan 
from the United States; by a pastor from 
Egypt, who had been converted from 
Mohammedanism as a boy and terribly 
persecuted by his family; by a mission- 
ary among Jews, and by other workers. 
There were many prayer periods and 
some that were open for discussion of 
problems confronting Christian workers 
today. 

In spite of the great variety of lan- 
guages and nationalities, there was a 
wonderful spirit of Christian fellowship 
because of the true unity of the dele- 
gates in Christ and their love for His 
Word. Dr. Wasserzug did most of the 
interpreting herself, though she was oc- 
casionally assisted by one of her helpers. 
The world-wide menace of Communism 
was frequently mentioned, and it was 
generally felt that we are in the last 
days. All were challenged to yield 
themselves wholly to the Lord, and to 
redouble their efforts by praying, giving, 
and going, to spread the Gospel through- 
out the earth in preparation for the re- 
turn of the Lord Jesus Christ, 


BEATENBERG, SWITZERLAND, 
ve 


When we used to go to school, we 
would draw houses, and horses, and trées 
on our slates, and I remember how we 
used to write “house” under the house, 
and “horse” under the horse, for: some 
persons might have thought the horse 
was a house. So there are some people 
who need to weat a label round their 
necks to show that they are Christians 
at all, or else we might mistake them 
for sinners, their actions are so like those 
of the ungodly.—C. H. Spurgeon. 
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N MANY cities, townS, and commu- 
nities, especially in the South, 
churches and citizens pay the salaries of 





nonsectarian, moral instruction program 
based upon the Bible, 

2. Place a Bible in each schoolroom. 

3. Place a copy of Catherine F. Vos’s 
“The Child’s Story Bible” ($3.95 each), 
or some other Bible story book equally 
well written and graded, in every ele- 
mentary grade room. This should be 
read straight through in the morning 
devotional period, grades 1 to 8, in order 
that every child may secure a knowl- 








People,” by Charles B, Williams ($3 
each); “The Story of the Lord Jesus,” 












Reaching School Children With the Bible 


Nine ways in which you can help stem the tide of 
juvenile delinquency and Sunday school decline 


By J. B. SPILLMAN 


arranged from Wéymouth’s “New Tes- 
tament in Modern Speech,” in proper 
length for devotionals by J: Elwin 


charts, on which are recorded credits for 
the Bible verses memorized; (b) Sunday 
school attendance wall charts for re- 
cording the attendance at Sunday school 
on the previous Sunday. This plan will 
certainly increase the attendance at Sun- 
day school. 

What results can be expected from 
such a program? Here is a comparison 
of juvenile delinquency in four cities — 
last report available: 


55:11), and, “Thy word have I hid in 








mine heart, that I might not sin against 
thee”? (Psa. 119:11.) 

A woman of means placed a copy of 
Vos’s “The Child’s Story Bible” in every 
elementary room in five counties near 
her summer home in the mountains of 
North Carolina. After the books had 
been in use for some time, she followed 
them up with illustrated flannelgraph 
Bible study talks. She was delighted 
with the results, having reached more 


means that a school of 500 students must 
have 2,500 library books. However, the 
proportion of books on religion is only 
1%, or 25 for 500 children, and “religion” 
does not of necessity mean the Christian 
religion. Is it any wonder that juvenile 
delinquency is increasing and that Sun- 
day school enrollment, after the third or 
fourth grade, is decreasing at an alarm- 
ing rate? 

Here are some comparisons of Sun- 


(Continued on page 793} 
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trained Bible teachers, who teach the Wright ($1.50 each); “Mountain Trail- than 5,000 public school children with 
Bible in public schools as an elective ways for Youth,” by Mrs. Charles E. | message of salvation. In another § 
course from a nonsectarian standpoint. Cowman ($2). county where Vos’s “The Child’s Story au 
Excellent results have followed. How- 7. Place Christian books in school Bible” was used in the public schools a act 
ever, the very children who most need libraries. The suggested high school list film. “The Man Who Forgot God,” was cre 
this moral and spiritual instruction do contains 187 carefully chosen books ar- gown in the schools. Afterward. a chalk fo! 
not take Bible. This is the principal ranged by subjects— books about the talk was given in 143 rooms ‘o 4.617 git 
objection to the “released-time” plan, Bible; books about the Christian life; Ghijaren of grades five and up on ‘the bu 
and the problem now is to devise a plan Christian biography; history and mis- way of salvation and victory over sin, pe 
of moral and spiritual Bible instruction sions; books of Christian fiction; Bible and 2,119 made decisions for Christ, The me 
‘ by which all children may be reached, reference books. The elementary list is tithe were most attentive and inten. a 
: and the present Bible teaching may be arranged by grades, 1-8, and contains ested. The field is white to the harvest, pre 
: strengthened and extended. Here is an 160 titles. There is a great need for Christian tar 
outline of a plan that is steadily gaining 8. Give certificates of merit. (a) Bible jbrary books to undergird the Bible “ 
ground, and that is presented for the study certificates to be given for mem- teaching now being done and to sow go 
prayerful consideration of Christian peo- orizing the Bible verses of each grade good seed where the Bible is not being ts 
ple everywhere: 1-8; (b) Christian literature certificates taught in schools. Here is a wonderful pa 
1. Petition the school boards to ar- to be given for reading twelve or more pportunity for investing money to pro f° 
range the school schedule so as to allow Christian books during the year. mote the cause of Christ. High schools § ” 
fifteen minutes or more in the first 9. Give wall charts printed on heavy jn North Carolina are required to have : 

period of the day, in each room, for a_ paper, size 17x24. (a) Bible study wall five library books to each student; that 
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edge of the whole Bible in language 1 Court Popu- _ Bible day school enrollment reports that 
that they can understand. Sado Case to lation Taught should give us great concern: 
4. Use “Bible Memory Verses, Graded Va. _...... 89 people 193,042 Not at all Average Enrollment Per Year 
1-8” (35 cents each, $3 a dozen). This Charlotte, Methodist, Up to age 12 ....... 178,855 
is a booklet of 331 carefully selected N.C. ..... 404 “ 151,826 25 years AGRO TMD 000-0020: 97,6883 
Bible verses arranged in grades, con- a aa icaieaiiaiiih seni Southern rete, Aare $8 Jeginiartial er 
taining the Lofd’s Prayer, the Beati- yarnnap- , yy is ye re garnerrnees cade 
tudes, the Ten Commandments, Psalms olis, N.C. 2,200 “ 33,000 Many years A Ng _ 
1, 19, 23, 24, 32, 34, 46, 51, 100, 103, Isaiah Charlotte, Concord, and Kannapolis Missouri Lutheran. Ages 4-5.......... 29,133 
53, I} Corinthians 13, and many other have used Vos’s “The Child’s Story Bible” Ages 18-23 ... 6585 
helpful Bible portions that point the way in most of the elementary schoolrooms What has become of these young peo- it i 
to salvation, victory over sin, and to the fo, many years. Some of these schools ple? Where are they? What are they she 
Christian life. have much better than the average selec- doing? Is this the influence of the sec- pro 
5. Use Lillie A. Faris’s “Standard Bible tion of Christian library books, Kannap-  ularizing of our public schools? Is it uni 
Story Readers” (grades 1-5) ($1.25 ojis has been most successful in the not time that we were facing these facts? the 
each), for mass reading. In this way, memorizing of Bible verses in the ele- They seem to prove conclusively that ex. 
every child may learn to pronounce mentary grades. They use the “Bible John Dewey’s philosophy of education gen 
Bible words and be able to take part Memory Verses Graded” booklet, give is false and that it is time we were get pres 
in worship services. This is most im- credits on wall charts for the verses ting back to God in education if Amer- pre 
portant. These five books are well memorized, and a certificate of merit to ica is to be saved. Is it not possible, no ; 
bound, with large, clear type, and beau- each one who memorizes the Bible in communities that have been spiritu- an 
tifully printed, and illustrated in full verses for the grade they are in. Last ally awakened by revivals by such T 
color. year, they reported an enrollment of evangelists as Billy Graham and other tok 
6. Place books of morning devotionals 3,758 and certificates given to 2,697, or able men, to begin a movement back to 
in each high school home room. Three 71%. One school had an average of 94%. God in education and a movement in the a 
books are suggested that meet the needs This means that 90,000 or more Bible church to win these precious childret F 
of high school youth of today—“The verses were memorized. to a real saving knowledge of the Lord 
New Testament in the Language of the Does this not corroborate “My word Jesus Christ before they drop out af = 
_.. shall not return unto me void” (Isa, Sunday school as they are now doing? 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





economic development of Israel 
| amazes one. During the war, Jewish 
industry in Palestine developed 
for the manufacture of antitank 
mine components, produced cast iron by 
centrifugal method of casting, produced 
dx million two-gallon containers and 
gcumulators for tanks, manufactured 
anes, air compressors, electrical trans- 
formers, hydraulic jacks, die-blocks, en- 
gne tanks, automobile parts, welding 
burners, chains for tanks, ship pro- 
, and anchors. Light naval craft, 
including two mine sweepers, were built 
in Tel Aviv. Israel’s textile industry 
produced large quantities of tents and 
tarpaulins, canvas. and hospital tents, 
ramouflage nets, ropes, twine, knitted 
socks, underwear, khaki uniforms, 
furs for pilots, flying vests, rubber boots, 
parachute silk, and so on (including over 
amillion boots and shoes). One stops 
to take breath ! 

“Only a few of thousands of further 
items can be mentioned here,” says New 
Palestine: “optical and geodetic instru- 
ments, hospital equipment, glass am- 
poles, medical and electrical instru- 
ments, cables and wires, electric light 
fittings, ambulances, and field kitchens. 
Among chemicals produced were dry ice, 
acetone, various acids, and ether.” 

What was done in wartime promises 
to be far exceeded in peacetime. New 
factories are springing up all over the 
cuntry. The small factory is giving 
place to large plants. These will fur- 
nish employment to the expected two 
milion Jews who will be in Israel in 
five years. 


The Report of the Foreign Missions Con- 
ference notes that the missionaries now 
seat abroad by the older denominations 
“are more likely to be teachers and tech- 
nicians than preachers and evangelists.” 
This is not a healthy sign, and one asks 
ifitis because they have but a dimin- 
ished message. The Federal Council is 
promoting a ten million dollar “Christian 
wiversity for Japan.” The chairman of 
the financial drive in New England is 
«Governor Bradford, a Unitarian, a 
gentleman, and not overpleased with 
Present tendencies in Unitarianism. His 
pisence on the board, however, gives 
0 assurance that the university will be 
@ evangelical institution. ' 

The plans are evidently being drawn 
to missionaries of a more authentic 
f the field. The Christian Century 

of “mission fields being used as 
ground for fanatically funda- 

missionaries.” The allusion 
‘Independent Presbyterians such 
Dr. (med.) William H. Chisholm, Mr. 








Malsbary, and Dr. Gordon Holdcroft, 
long outstanding Christian leader in 
Korea. It asks for “a closer screening.” 
This would be carried out by national 
councils such as the National Christian 
Council of India, which is to determine 
“the good faith and responsibility of 
those applying to the government for 
entrance to mission work.” 

Similar assumption of control is noted 
from time to time at home. The Rev. 
R. J. Gibson, conference superintendent 
of the Congregationalist churches in 
Oklahoma and Texas, has asked the 
Oklahoma Council of Churches to ex- 
plore the situation in towns with a view 
to limiting the churches to be planted 
in any town. The Christian Beacon, 
which reports this move, prints a pic- 
ture of a sign on a Philadelphia highway 
which reads, “The Site of a Methodist 
Church. Approved by the Philadelphia 
Council of Churches.” 

J. Quinter Miller, secretary of the Fed- 
eral Council, was present at the meeting 
where Mr. Gibson made his proposal, 
and approved. Note that, in pursuance 
of its campaign to extend Federal Coun- 
cil organization in these areas, Federal 
Council headquarters have been opened 
at Fort Worth. It is to be known as the 
Southwest Intercouncil Office, serving 
the interests of the Federal Council as 
a similar office in Atlanta does. 


A Desert Mission.—This is at Tolga on 
the southern edge of the Ziban Moun- 
tains in Southern Algeria, an oasis of 
palm trees with ten thousand people, 
grouped in three villages. It is to be 
noted that such oases are slowly drying, 
and promise ultimately to disappear. The 
missionary resident there is Monsieur 
Lulle— the name, we may note, of the 
heroic early missionary to Islam, Ray- 
mond Lull. He has labored there seven- 
teen years. At first much opposition! 
Scriptures were burnt and often he was 
forced to flee before Moslem stone- 
storms. He is a missionary of the Algiers 
Band. His wife, a former nurse in Paris, 
has entry into Mohammedan homes 
where women and girls are secluded. 
They have recently built a school for 
girls. This devoted pair have here in- 
vested their financial all, and M. Lulle 
has toiled with his own hands in the 
construction of needed station buildings, 
This is a witness in the desert which 
should be upheld. 


A letter from Ibambi in a remote part 
of the Congo: “We have just come from 
a wonderful week in the most antiwhite 
tribe out here, the Ababuas. What 
works of grace! Great, strong men, 


By ERNEST GORDON 


Goliaths of Gath I called them. One had 
killed a white man in a fight. Another 
had been ordered the whip by a white 
man with his twelve police. The black 
said, ‘Let no man touch me! Come and 
whip me yourself, and if you come you 
get this knife!’ Not a man of the twelve 
dared come forward to tie him. 

“One said that, in those days six years 
ago, every nice woman was his animal; 
another that he beat his wife like a cow. 
Another that he was a slave to wine. 
Then think of hearing these great, strong 
fellows say, ‘Prison and the whip and 
threats could not change us; we left and 
did exactly the same again. But the 
blood of Jesus has power! The blood 
of Jesus has power! We are different 
men! We neither do, nor want to do, 
what we used to! We have been born 
again! We have been crucified with 
Christ, and now Jesus lives in us!’ 

“We were at four such wonderful con- 
ferences in the tribe last week with 
about eight hundred of them. What wel- 
come they gave us! We might have 
been angels from Heaven instead of 
once-hated white men.” 


And the little people are entering the 
Kingdom as well as the great fellows. 
Miss Violet Walker writes of a new group 
of Congo pygmies contacted. A Bantu 
woman interpreted for her, and the 
pygmy headman, Mawei, accepted Christ, 
A gift of five dollars enabled Simon 
Mbana to buy new bicycle tires which, 
in turn, enables him to take over three 
pygmy churches as well as this Mawei 
group. (The Afro-American Missionary 
Council has an American colored man 
at Boporo, Liberia, Brother Waite, who 
evangelizes on foot, covering at times 
fifty miles by what he calls “shoe- 
leather express.” ‘Will you not pray the 
Lord to make possible the purchase of a 
bicycle for him,” says the mission report. 
“The price of one wheel has been sent 
in by a prayer warrior.”) 

Miss Walker tells of touring in a ter- 
ritory hitherto unreached, of the “Out- 
laws” of the Babinza tribe: “As we 
trudged hour after hour in search of 
these ‘Outlaws,’ I reminded the native 
worker that this tribe had killed and 
wounded his relatives. He replied with 
a laugh, ‘I will aim my gun [holding up 
his Bible] at them tonight.’ Two entire 
villages turned to the Lord, burning 
their witchcraft, throwing out their 
playing cards and dice, and starting to 
build a church, even while we were 
there. Another village uprooted their 
hemp ‘gardens to throw roots and all 
into the river.” (Hemp is used as a nar- 
cotic as marijuana.) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 1. OCTOBER 1. 


WHAT IS CHRISTIAN LIVING? 


Matthew 5:1-20; 18:21-35; Acts 11:19-26; Romans 12:9-21; Philippians 1:27-30; 1 Thessalonians 5:15-23; James 
1:22-27; printed text, Matthew 5:13-16, 20; Philippians 1:27-30; 1 Thessalonians 5:15-23; James 1:22, 26, 27 


Golden Text.—Let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ.—Phil. 1:27 


Kinc JAMeEs VERSION 

Matt. 5:13 Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have 
lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth 
good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under 
foot of men. 

14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an 
hill cannot be hid. 

15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, 
but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in 
the house. 

16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 

20 For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall 
exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall 
in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

Phil. 1:27 Only let your conversation be as it becometh the 
gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be 
absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one 
spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel; 

28 And in nothing terrified by your adversaries: which is to 
them an evident token of perdition, but to you of salvation, and 
that of God. 

29 For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only 
to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake; 

30 Having the same conflict which ye saw in me, and now hear 
to be in me, 


b % 


1 Thess. 5:15 See that none render evil for evil unto any man; 
but ever follow that which is good, both among yourselves, and 
to all men, 

16 Rejoice evermore. 

17 Pray without ceasing. 

18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus concerning you. 

19 Quench not the Spirit. 

20 Despise not prophesyings. 

21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. 

22 Abstain from all appearance of evil. 

23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and J pray 
God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless 
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


Jas. 1:22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving your own selves. 

26 If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth 
not his tongue but deceiveth his own heart, this man’s religion 
is vain. 

27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is 
this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to 
keep himself unspotted from the world. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

HRISTIAN living is impossible until 
¢: one has received the Christian life. 

In other words, there must be a 
life by which we live before we can 
live the life. It is as utterly impossible 
for an unregenerate person to live a 
Christian life as for the highest species 
of ape to live a human life. Many peo- 
ple have never realized this and so are 
trying to live as Christians should, but 
have never come to Christ as lost sin- 
ners who through believing His Word 
have become partakers of the divine 
nature. In the passages selected for this 
lesson our attention is directed to the 
practical manifestation of divine life on 
the part of those who have received 
Christ by faith and have been born again 
into the family of God (John 3:3-5; 1 
Pet. 1:23-25). 

Even unsaved men recognize the 
teaching of Jesus as set forth in the Ser- 
mon on the Mount as the highest ethical 
instruction ever given to man, but it is 
a great mistake to think of this as though 
it were the Gospel which sets forth the 
way of salvation. In this sermon our 
Lord gave to His disciples the princi- 
ples of the Kingdom of Heaven: the 
laws which should govern the lives of 
those who profess subjection to Christ 
as King. In the Epistles we have the 
manner of life which results from union 
with the risen Christ. 


Christian obedience is not based on 
legality, but on love for Him who has 
redeemed us to Himself by His own 
blood. Recognizing the truth that Christ 
Himself lives in us by the Spirit, we 
are enabled to live in glad subjection 
to the will of God by the Spirit’s power 
(Gal. 2:20). In other words, the Chris- 
tian is not one who is striving to obtain 
the favor of God and final salvation 
through his own good behavior, but be- 
cause he has been saved by pure grace 
he delights in obedience to the one who 
has delivered him from the judgment 
that his sins deserved, and who now 
claims him as His own. 


The Historical Setting 

The Sermon on the Mount was 
preached by our Lord early in His Gali- 
lean ministry, probably on the slopes 
of Mount Hermon above the city of 
Capernaum. Although proclaimed in 
the hearing of a great multitude which 
thronged about Him, it was addressed 
primarily to His immediate disciples. 
The Epistles to the Thessalonians are 
the earliest of Paul’s inspired Letters, 
which the Spirit of God has preserved 
for the instruction of Christians. The 
Letter to the Philippians was written 
during Paul’s first imprisonment in Rome 
and is the most practical of all his Let- 
ters. Just when the Epistle of James was 
written we cannot be certain. In char- 
acter it is linked very closely with the 
Sermon on the Mount, and inasmuch as 
it is addressed to the twelve tribes of 
Israel, it seems likely that it is the 


earliest of the New Testament books, 
written before the full truth of the 
Church as the body of Christ had been 
*revealed. 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 5:13—“Ye are the salt of the 
earth.” Just as salt preserves from cor- 
ruption, so disciples of Christ, who are 
in the world, but not of it, are called 
upon to manifest in their lives the pre- 
servative power of righteousness. If 
they fail in this, their testimony is de- 
stroyed and Christ is dishonored. 

Verse 14—“Ye are the light of the 
world.” This is another beautiful figure 
used to describe the responsibility of be- 
lievers toward those who are still in 
nature’s darkness (Eph. 4:18). Possibly, 
as the Lord spoke, He was looking upon 
one of the near-by cities of Galilee, 
built upon the top of a hill and thus 
visible for miles around. 


Verse 15.—“Neither do men light a 
candle, and put it under a bushel.” The 
bushel, for us, may symbolize commer- 
cial pursuit. We must be careful not 
to indulge in business practices which 
would hide the light of Christian testi- 
mony. 

Verse 16.—“Let your light so shine... 
that they may see your good works.” 
As James tells us elsewhere, men can 
only recognize our faith by our works 
(Jas. 2:18). It is thus that we are en- 
abled to glorify our Father in Heaven. 


Verse 20.—“The righteousness of the 
scribes and Pharisees.” Even unsaved 
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Lesson for October | 


men may be very punctilious about legal 

teousness, consisting largely ot care- 
ful adherence to religious rites and cere- 
monies; but the righteousness that should 
characterize one who professes to be a 
subject of the Kingdom of Heaven is that 
which springs from loving devotion to 
Christ Himself. 


Phil. 1:27.—“Let your conversation be 
as becometh the gospel of Christ.” The 
word here rendered “conversation” 
means literally “manner of life.” As 
Christians, we are exhorted so to be- 
have ourselves that we may commend 
the Gospel which we preach. Unity 
in Christian testimony is all-important. 
The last clause in this verse has been 
translated “co-operating vigorously for 
the faith of the Gospel.” Nothing hin- 
ders Gospel testimony like dissension 
among Christians. 


Verse 28—“In nothing terrified by 
your adversaries.” The enemies of the 
Gospel are powerless to hinder its prog- 
ress, however malignant their attitude 
may be, so long as Christians stand to- 
gether in love and unity. Tertullian 
wrote long ago, “The blood of the mar- 
tyrs is the seed of the church.” 

Verse 29.—“It is given in the behalf of 
Christ .. . to suffer for his sake.” We 
are to count it a privilege to be sub- 


jected to shame and _ suffering for 
Christ’s name’s sake. (See Acts 5:41; 1 
Pet. 4:14.) 


Verse 30.—“Having the same conflict 
which ye saw in me.” Paul exemplified 
in his own experience that patience in 
suffering which he sought to impress 
upon others. 

1 Thess. 5:15.—“See that none render 
evil for evil.” It is natural to seek re- 
venge upon those who have injured us, 
but as followers of our Lord Jesus we 
ate ever to forgive our enemies and to 
return good for evil (Matt. 5:44, 45). 


Verse 16.—“Rejoice evermore.” Joy- 
fulness and holiness go together and re- 
silt in spiritual strength (Neh. 8:10b). 


Verse 17—“Pray without ceasing.” 
Prayer is both the expression of de- 
pendence on God and the means by 
which we enjoy communion with Him. 
Inasmuch as we are commanded to pray, 
prayerlessness is disobedience; therefore, 


Verse 18.— “In every thing give 
thanks.” This includes thanksgiving for 
tven the unpleasant and difficult things 
of life. When we remember that “all 
things work together for good to them 
that love God, to them who are the 
tilled according to his purpose” (Rom. 
&2), we can comply readily with the 
admonition to give thanks always for 
al things (Eph. 5:20). 

Verse 19—“Quench not the Spirit.” 
The Spirit of God is a divine person. 

re we read of those who resist 
the Spirit (Acts 7:51) by refusing to 
His voice. In Ephesians 4:30, we 
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Last Week's Lesson 
13. September 24.—Paul, World Evange- 
list. Acts 16:9-15; 17:22-31; 26; 
2 Corinthians 11:22 to 12:10 


Next Week's Lesson 


2. October 8.—-Personal Commitment 
to Jesus Christ. Matthew 16:24, 
25; Mark 1:16-20; Philippians 1:19-26 








are told not to grieve the Holy Spirit 
of God by saying or doing things which 
dishonor Christ. We quench the Spirit 
when we fail to act upon His directions. 

Verse 20.—“Despise not prophesyings.” 
To prophesy is to minister the Word of 
God for “edification, and exhortation, 
and comfort” (1 Cor. 14:3). This is not 
confined to the ordinary conception of 
foretelling the future. 

Verse 21.—“Prove all things; hold fast 
that which is good.” The test of every 
message or system of teaching is whether 
it is in accord with the Word of God 
or not. If it is, we are responsible to 
believe and obey it, thus holding it fast. 

Verse 22.—“Abstain from all appear- 
ance of evil.” The marginal reading is 
clearer: we are to abstain from every 
form of evil. Some things might appear 
to be evil to uninstructed people which, 
in themselves, are perfectly right and 
proper. 

Verse 23.—“Sanctify you wholly.” Our 
practical sanctification will become com- 
plete at the coming of our Lord, when 
werwill be fully conformed to His image 
(1 John 3:2). 

Jas. 1:22.—“Doers of the word, and not 
hearers only.” An intellectual acquaint- 
ance with Scripture will avail nothing 
if we do not act upon what we are 
taught therein. 

Verse 26.—“If any man, . . seem to be 
religious.” “Religion” is here used as a 
system of life and doctrine. To adhere 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT appropriate title has fre- 
quently been given to the Sermon 
on the Mount? 

2. How are the teachings of the Ser- 
mon on the Mount related to the Ten 
Commandments? 

3. Is the teaching of the Sermon on 
the Mount applicable to this age of 
grace? 

4. What action of salt makes it an ap- 
propriate figure of the Christian? 

5. What causes salt to lose its savor? 

6. How can we reconcile Matthew 5:14 
with John 9:5? 

7. Why do men so often curse instead 
of glorify our Father when we let our 
light shine? 

8. Where do we obtain the righteous- 
ness which exceeds that of the Pharisees? 


(Answers on page 790) 
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professedly to some such system while 
failing to control the tongue indicates a 
mere empty profession. This is brought 
out fully in James 3. 


Verse 27.—“Pure religion and unde- 
filed.” Far more important than out- 
ward conformity to some religious sys- 
tem is a heart full of compassion for 
those who are bereaved and needy, 
coupled with a life of separation from a 
godless world. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Many false religions emphasize the im- 
portance of obedience to certain tradi- 
tions and ordinances while ignoring the 
importance of godly behavior. True 
Christianity is manifested by conform- 
ity to Christ. He who lives unselfishly 
and ever seeks to be a means of help 
and blessing to others shows forth the 
reality of the work of the Spirit of God 
in his heart and thus lets his light shine 
to the glory of his Father in Heaven. 
Nothing short of this is real Christian 
living. 


‘Lesson Outline 


1. Christ’s disciples as the “salt of the 
earth” and the “light of the world” 
(Matt. 5: 13-16) 

2. Unity in Christian testimony (Phil. 
1: 27-30) 

3. Sundry admonitions (1 Thess. 5: 15-23) 

4. False and true religion contrasted 
(Jas, 1:22, 26, 27) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Sanctification. The word itself means 
“separation,” and as used in the New 
Testament speaks of the believer as set 
apart from the world to Christ. It is 
used in three aspects. 

1. Sanctification by the Spirit — the 
work that takes place within (1 Cor. 
6:11; 2 Thess. 2:13; 1 Pet. 1:2). 

2. Sanctification by the blood of Christ 
—this is absolute and eternal (Heb. 13: 
12; 10:14). 

3. Sanctification by the Word —this is 
the practical aspect, and goes on con- 
tinually as we walk in obedience to the 
Word of God (John 17:17; Eph. 5:25, 26; 
Psa. 119:9). 


Summaries and Applications 

We shine for Christ as we walk in 
obedience to His Word. 

It is a vain thing to contend for or- 
thodoxy while living a heterodox life. 


Wrvona LAKE, IND. 
w 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, for all whose lives have 
rebuked our faults, restrained our sins, 
and inspired and helped us to higher 
things, we give Thee thanks. For Thou, 
Lord, art the author of-all goodness, 
and those who have helped us have first 
been helped by Thee. Make our lives 
so clean and strong, so brave and true, 
no noble, upright, and good that our 
friends may be helped to resist sin and 
live better lives. Make the presence 
of Christ so real and precious to us that 
all that is unworthy of Him may drop 
out of our lives. So may others see 
Him in us and seek Him, too. Where 
we fall short, Father, forgive and free 
us. Where want, suffering, and sorrow 
are, there show Thyself a very present 
help. Where the kingdom of darkness 
presses hard against Thy servants, arise 
for their help and give them victory, 
and may the whole wide world soon be 
under the just and glorious rule of Jesus 
Christ. Hear us for His name’s sake. 
Amen. 
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After the Lesson——On the memorial 
stone over a child’s grave are these 
words: “A child of whom her play- 
mates said, ‘It was easier to be good 
when she was with us.’” That is some- 

DOES 


EXALT MY Lorp? 


thing that should be true of every Chris- 
tian. It is what our Lord meant when 
He said, “Ye are the salt of the earth.” 
As salt keeps things from spoiling, so 
real Christians exercise a restraint upon 
sin, a wholesome, preserving influence 
on the world around. It should be true 
of each of us that people find it easier 
to do right, harder to go wrong, when 
we are with them. 

But our Lord speaks of salt that has 
lost its saltness, becoming useless and 
fit only to be thrown out and tread upon, 
That pictures people who claim to be 
Christians but are shams. Christ is not 
really in their hearts. Their life is not 
under His control. Their conduct does 
not befit the Gospel. They are of no 














‘.value to Christ’s Kingdom and of no 


help to the world, mere make-believe 


CAN YOU THANK GOD FOR IT ? 
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The Rev. J. Emerson Russell, staff cartoonist for The Sunday School Times, and Baptist 
minister and Bible expositor, is now available for Bible conferences in ev cal 
churches. He may be addressed at 945 Burton Ave., Cincinnati 29. 
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Christians who will be cast out as worth. 
less. 

How important it is to be real Chris. 
tians, living as becomes the Gospel of 
Christ! Does your presence at home 
and at school, at play or at work, make 
it easier for people to do right? Does 
the way that you behave prove the 
power of Christ to save? 


VANCOUVER, B. C., CAN. 
pad 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Ye are the salt of the earth” (Matt, 
5:13).—At the outset it must be pointed 
out that one must be a Christian before 
one can live the Christian life. And 
since Christian really means “one of 
Christ’s” it is essential that personal faith 
be placed in the one who died for our 
sins and rose again for our justification. 

What a most useful and necessary 
thing salt is according to Holy Writ! 
It was always associated with the offer- 
ings (Lev. 2:13). It symbolized the truth 
and durability of a covenant (2 Chron. 
13:5). It was used for the healing of 
the spring of the waters at Jericho (2 
Kings 2:21). It was even an ingredient 
in the incense (Exod. 30:35, marg.). It 
made insipid food palatable (Job 6:6). 
It symbolized the mutual responsibility 
to faithfulness on the part of both host 
and guest: “Now, since we eat the salt 
of the palace, it is not right for us to 
see the king’s injury” (Ezra 4:14, marg.), 
And it is certainly the symbol of in- 
corruption. 

These things should enable us to re- 
alize something of what was in the 
Lord’s mind when He called His own 
“the salt of the earth.” 

A missionary to Africa visited us and 
brought his two young daughters with 
him. When the children were offered 
candy, he said, “They would much rather 
have a bit of salt.” That seemed strange 
to us; so the father explained that the 
heat of Africa serves to remove salt 
from the body through perspiration; and 
the body craves the replacement of that 
salt. Salt was not plentiful where they 
were, hence whenever they could secure 
salt, they enjoyed it. 

What a blessed thing it would be if 
all who constitute “the salt of the earth” 
always acted in such a way as to make 
the beholders thirsty for “the water of 
life” ! 

Had there been six more grains of 
salt—in other words, six more right- 
eous persons in Sodom besides Lot and 
his wife and two daughters — Sodom 
would not have been destroyed (Gen. 
18:32). This affords an idea of how 
powerful a preventive of judgment salt 
can be! 

“Ye are the light of the world” (Matt. 
5:14).—It has been pointed out that salt 
operates internally, but light operates 
externally, irradiating all that it reaches. 
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“God is light, and in him is no darkness 
wall” And the Lord Jesus said; “I 
yn the light of the world.” Believers 
were at one time darkness, but now are 
4ight in the Lord” and are exhorted to 
walk as children of light” (Eph. 5:8). 
As we live Christ before men, in the 
mergy of the Spirit, we are letting our 
light shine. Light is to be received and 
jifused but not abused. 

Our “good works” do not constitute 
the light itself, but only the effect. of 
i, “For the effect of the Light is seen 
in every kind of goodness, uprightness 
ad truth” (Eph. 5:9, Weymouth). 

“1 was in a darkened room,” said a 
Christian, “that I might observe the ef- 
jet produced by the use of what is 
gpropriately called ‘luminous paint.’ A 
neat card, on which the words, ‘Trust 
in the Lord,’ were painted, was upon 
the bookcase, and shone out clearly in 
the darkness. The effect fairly startled 
me. It was the first time that I had seen 
this simple but interesting effect. How 
wmarkable that, if from any cause the 
light of sun or day failed to rest upon 
the card, its luminosity gradually de- 
dined, but returned when the sun’s 
ation infused fresh light. Truly, we 
aso, if hidden from the face of our 
lord, cease to shine.” 

Ishall never forget listening in to a 
mast-to-coast broadcast by “Believe-It- 
o-Not” Ripley. He was interviewing 
R G. LeTourneau. before the micro- 
phone. After hearing the answers to 
his questions, and after listening to Mr. 
leTourneau’s testimony to Christ, he 
aid: “I think the most appropriate 
conclusion to this program is the text 
which says, ‘Let your light so shine be- 
fore men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which 
is in heaven.’” 


“Not only to believe on him, but also 
to suffer for his sake” (Phil. 1:29).— 
To believe on Him is essential, for “he 
thatbelieveth not shall be damned”; but 
to believe on Him is the easiest thing 
imaginable, because of the faithful rec- 
od the Scriptures give us of Him and 
His words and redemptive work. But 
siffering for His sake is not always easy 
woendure; but it is a privilege conferred 
® Us by Heaven. Who and what are 
we, to be privileged to suffer for the 
ske‘of God the Son! The early Chris- 
tims had the right attitude, for they 
teeiced that they “were counted worthy 
0 suffer shame for his name” (Acts 
541). 
One night a man was saved at a serv- 
ite Twas conducting. The next night 
Me attended in his bare feet. When 
uked, “Why?” he smilingly sdid, “My 
wile hid my shoes, thinking I wouldn’t 
come-if I didn’t have shoes to wear.” 
His persecutions increased, but his smile 
as he wondered what next 
he would be privileged to suffer for 
Corist’'s sake, 


evermore” (1 Thess. 5:16).— 
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This is the second shortest text of the 
Bible. The shortest is, “Jesus wept” 
(John 11:35). Because Jesus wept, died, 
and rose again, all who own Him as 
Saviour and Lord are privileged to re- 
joice evermore. This rejoicing is in 
Christ, not in our circumstances. “Re- 
joice in the Lord alway: and again I 
say, Rejoice” (Phil, 4:4). This world 
is so full of tears, sorrow, and disap- 
pointment, that one of the most effective 
ways for believers to manifest the Chris- 
tian life is to “rejoice evermore.” When 
a believer was asked, “How can you 
rejoice in a world like this?” the an- 
swer was, “Because I put Christ between 
me and my circumstances !” 


Wawona, CALIF. 
YW 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C, Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, when I answered an 

early knock on my door this morn- 
ing I found there a neighboring cottager 
asking to “borrow a little salt.” The 
family had come to spend a week at 
Fontana and had brought along an elab- 
orate list of supplies, but one thing they 
had overlooked — salt. They could not 
eat their first breakfast until one of the 
party went out and borrowed a little 
salt. Salt is a very prosy little article, 
but it is an absolute necessity. 

Our Lord used apt figures to illustrate 
the truths He taught, and in His great 
Sermon on the Mount, He described His 
followers as “the salt of the earth.” Im- 
mediately, however, He warned, “If the 
salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall 
it be salted? it is henceforth good for 
nothing, but to be cast out, and to be 
trodden under foot of men.” 

Salt is useful in many ways, but let 
us consider just two of those virtues for 
his short lesson. Salt seasons and makes 
food palatable, and it also preserves and 
prevents from spoiling. If you are a 
true Christian you will have those two 
qualities in a spiritual sense as you come 
in, contact with life about you. You 
will make life palatable. Many of the 
folks you live with and the folks you 
meet are in a state of uncertainty. Life 
is uncertain at best, but some people are 
not firmly enough grounded in their 
faith to be steadfast and happy. Life 
is unpalatable. Then you, a “salt-Chris- 
tian,” come along. You have an outlook 
and an uplook that comes from an abid- 
ing faith in God’s promises. A “salt- 
Christian” is an optimist. He takes the 
cold water that is poured on his plans, 
boils it with his enthusiasm, and makes 
steam to push ahead. A pessimist sees 
a difficulty in every opportunity; an op- 
timist sees an opportunity in every 
difficulty. People are bound to see that 
a “salt-Christian” has found the secret 
to contentment and to real happiness, and 
when they learn that he gets it: from 
God’s Word they are the more ready to 
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investigate and try it for themselves. 
Thus, “Ye are the salt of the earth.” 

Salt preserves and prevents spoiling. 
The “salt-Christian” is a preserver. His 
salt is the wisdom that enables him to 
detect the counterfeits in the world’s 
offerings for profit and pleasure, He 
puts up the bars against them, keeping 
them out. He does this in the power of 
Christ, and thereby he preserves himself. 
This makes him strong to help others 
who are weaker to come into the safety 
zone. Thus he lifts the moral and spir- 
itual grade of those about him who come 
under his influence. He is the salt that 
preserves. 

“But if the salt have lost his savour 

. .” Salt won’t lose its savor as long 
as it remains in its place. Dump it out 
of the cruet, and let it lie in the rain 
and sunshine, and its strength is soon 
gone. A “salt-Christian” has to be con- 
stantly on his guard that he may not 
expose himself to the things which at- 
tract his natural inclinations. Lewd 
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companions, lewd movies, lewd pictures 
are de-salters. So great a servant of 
God as Paul the great apostle, said with 
all the earnestness of his soul: “I there- 
fore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight 
I, not as one that beateth the air: but 
I keep under my body, and bring it 
into subjection: lest that by any means, 
when I have preached to others, I my- 
self should be a castaway” (1 Cor. 9: 
26, 27). There was a salt-Christian — 
one of the strongest; yet he realized that 
it was always a possibility—not that 
he should be lost—but that his salt 
might become savorless and therefore 
useless to his great Master. 


Fellows, it would be a wonderful 
thing if you could lie down at night and 
truly say to yourself, “Today I have been 
the salt of the earth!” 


Fontana Dam, N. C. 
we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for 1950 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
mon in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Silencing a Gossiper.—Let your con- 
versation be as it becometh the gospel 
of Christ (Phil. 1:27, Golden Text). Jane 
Parsons was a good woman who was 
anxious to be at peace with all, and par- 
ticularly wished to be on good terms 
with those who lived near her. “But 
Agnes Saundry was such a ‘newsbag’ 
that her calls on Jane were neither few 
nor far between. Nor did she appear 
to know the way out when she got in.” 
Jane found Agnes’ conversations both 
unprofitable and disagreeable, for she 
made so free with other people’s names. 
This made Jane unhappy, so much so 
that she dreaded the woman’s coming. 
She resolved to lay the matter before 
her pastor, who at once prescribed a 
remedy. This was it: Keep your-fam- 
ily Bible on the table, and when she has 
been in the house long enough, ask her 
to read a chapter or a Psalm and pray 
with you. Jane followed this excellent 
advice. So the next time the trouble- 
some woman called, she said to her: 
“Agnes, you are a good scholar. I wish 
you would read a chapter or Psalm, and 
pray with me; it might do both of us 
good.” Agnes excused herself on the 
ground that she was very busy. She 
would gladly do so another time when 
she could stay. We need scarcely say 
that Jane had no further worries with 
Agnes’s gossiping in her house.—From 
Christian Life. Sent by Mrs. Mary Bry- 
son, Hollyburn, B. C., Can. 


Less Thunder and More Light.—Let 
your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify 
uour Father which is in heaven (Matt. 
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5:16). A celebrated preacher who was 
remarkable in the first period of his 
ministry for a boisterous mode of 
preaching suddenly changed to a dis- 
passionate mode of delivery. When 
asked what had made him change his 
method, he replied: “When I was young 
I thought it was the thunder that killed 
people, but when I grew older and wiser, 
I discovered that it was the lightning. 
So I determined to thunder less and 
lighten more.”—F rom Tom Olson, in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. J. 
Shields, West Hill, Ont., Can. Prize 
illustration. 


“Blowed Out.”—Let your light so shine 
(Matt. 5:16). At church, little Jane had 
listened to a sermon on “Let your light 
shine.” The only part she remembered 
was the text, but she didn’t understand 
what it meant until her mother ex- 
plained, “It means being good, obedient, 
and cheerful.” In the afternoon there 
was trouble in the nursery, and Jane 
excused herself for being naughty by 
saying, “I’ve blowed myself out.”—From 
Church Business. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


The Dividing Line Obliterated.—That 
ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind 
striving together for the faith of the gos- 
pel (Phil. 1:27). I remember when as 
a young Christian worker I held an 
evangelistic campaign in a church at a 
crossroad, way out on the prairie. It 
was just a little church. There was a 
center aisle, and the seats went over 
against the wall from that aisle. We had 
very good congregations, but nothing 
else. After several nights of trying to 
preach, and giving an invitation, the pas- 
tor said to me: “Years ago a family in 
this church quarreled, and the commu- 
nity has taken sides in the matter. The 
members of the family do not speak to 
each other, and that aisle down the cen- 
ter of the church divides the factions. 
The people on the one side will not 
speak to those on the other.” One night 
—I don’t know what happened — but 
when the meeting ended, the two who 
had a grievance against each other met 
in front of the pulpit, asking each other 
for forgiveness. Then the thing broke 
loose. There were just two nights left. 
The night we closed the campaign, the 
pastor stood with me on the doorstep 
of that little church. He said, “Look 
out there over the prairie’”—and all 
who have been on the prairies of Ne- 
braska know that you can see for miles 
— “I don’t believe there is a single un- 
saved man left in any farmhouse in 
sight.” God gathered them all during 
the last two or three nights, when the 
Christians got right with each other and 
with God—From the late Dr. Will H. 
Houghton, writing on “The Price of Re- 
vival,” in the Moody Monthly. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


Some Suffering To Be Expected.—For 
unto you it is given in the behalf of 
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Christ, not only to believe on him, bu 
also tp suffer for his sake (Phil. 1:29). 
When Alexander the Great marched 
through Persia, his way was stopped 
with ice and snow, insomuch that his 
soldiers, being tired out with harg 
marches, were discouraged and would 
have gone no farther, which he perceiy. 
ing, dismounted his horse, and went op 
foot through the midst of them all, mak. 
ing himself a way with a pickax 
whereat they all being ashamed, first his 
friends, then the captains of his army, 
and last of all the common soldiers, fo}. 
lowed him. So should all men follow 
Christ their Saviour, by that rough and 
unpleasant way of the cross that He hath 
gone before them—He having drank 
unto them the cup of His passion, they 
are to pledge Him when occasion is of. 
fered; He having left them an example 
of His suffering, they are to follow Him 
in the selfsame steps of sorrow.—From 
Spencer, 1658, in Signs of the Times. 
Sent by the Rev. Charles V. Naugle, 
Macungie, Pa. 


If the Tide Is Low.—Pray without 
ceasing (1 Thess. 5:17). 


God’s ships of treasure sail upon the 
boundless sea 
Of love divine, of power infinite; 
To change their course, retard their 
onward way, 
Nor wind, nor wave hath might. 
Prayer is the tide for which the vessels 
wait, 
Ere they can come to port. 
And if it be the tide is low, 
Then how canst thou’ expect 
treasure ships to see? 


—From Cheering Words Calendar. Sent 
by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 


God's 


Looking for the Faults.—If any man 
among you seem to be religious, and 
bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth 
his own heart, this man’s religion is vain 
(Jas. 1:26). There was a blacksmith who 
was always carping at professors of re- 
ligion, especially when he could get a 
Christian to talk to, or knew of one who 
was near enough to overhear him. Some 
choice morsel of scandal was sure to be 
served up about an erring minister, or 
a sinful deacon, or a Sunday school 
superintendent who had fallen from 
grace. One day he was dilating with 
uncommon relish on his favorite theme 
to a venerable elder. The good old man 
bore it quietly for a while, and then he 
said, “Did you ever hear the story of 
the rich man and Lazarus?” “Yes, of 
course I have.” “Remember about the 
dogs—at the gate there—how they 
licked Lazarus’s sores? “Yes. Why?” 
“Well, you remind me of those dogs— 
always licking sores. All you notice in 
Christians is their faults.”—From Chris- 
tian Life and the Word of the Cross. 
Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


3 

How often do we attempt work for 
God to the limit of our incompetency 
rather than to the Jimit of God’s omnipo- 
tency '—Hudson Tyulor. 
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Lesson for October | 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


YOUNG mun once came to a 

preacher asking to be taken into 
the local church. The preacher said 
to him, “Which one of my sermons was 
it that led you to Christ?” 

The young man replied, “It was not 
your sermons, it was my aunt’s life.” 

His aunt had been doing some ,real 
Christian living. 

This quarter our topic is “Growing 
in Christian Living.” Let us pray that 
we, and all who study these lessons, may 
grow so well that people who know us 
may be won to Christ by our lives. 

Read Matthew 5:13. What is salt good 
for? (To make things taste better.) 
Christians should be like that. I know a 
girl who tries to leave any place to 
which she goes nicer than she found 
it, “for Jesus’ sake.” If she sees a candy 
wrapper thrown down on the school 
grounds, she picks it up and puts it into 
the wastebasket. She finds real joy in 
watching for little things to do, like 
that, which she knows are pleasing to 
the Lord. Tell another thing salt does. 
(It preserves things.) The real Chris- 
tians who take their stand for God and 
for the right are preserving this world 
from complete moral decay. What ef- 
fect does eating salt have on a person? 
(It makes him thirsty.) Coming in con- 
tact with real Christians should make 
unsaved people thirsty to know their 
secret of joy and Satisfaction. 

Now read Matthew 5:14-16. A Chris- 
tian girl became concerned about these 
verses. She went to an older Christian 
woman and said, “How can I make my 
light shine?” 

Her friend replied, “Keep it burning 
brightly, and then it will be sure to 
Shine.” What are some of the things 
a girl should do to keep her light shin- 
ing brightly? 

Find the purpose of shining in verse 
16. Two Christian girls went to work 
in a cannery among a number of older 
women, who seemed to be quite un- 
fodly. One of the girls said to the 
other, “It is no use saying anything about 
the Lord Jesus here, because the women 
would not pay any attention. Let us 
just be pleasant and obliging, and that 
will be shining for Jesus.”. The other 
girl agreed, and the two of them behaved 
like Christians. They hoped that they 
Were witnessing for the Lord in this 
Way. One day at lunch time they acci- 
dentally overheard two of the women 


“Yalking about them. One said to the 


The other replied, “They sure are two 
nice girls.” 

The Christian girls looked at one an- 
Other in shame. They realized that while 


‘other, “I like those girls that work here.” 


they had intended to glorify the Lord, all 


had done was make the women 


“think well of them. Because they had 
Not mentioned their Saviour, the women 
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had not known that the glory was His. 
They prayed for an opportunity to tell 
some of the women about Christ, and 
for courage to use it. God answered their 
prayers, and at least two of the women 
were won to the Saviour through their 
testimony of both life and word. Chris- 
tian living is acting like a Christian and 
letting people know that you are one, 
so they will know to whom the credit 
is due. 

Now turn to Philippians 1:27. 
“conversation” means “manner of life. 
The Apostle Paul is urging that our lives 
be a credit to the Gospel. His life cer- 
tainly was that! This verse also tells 
us one way in which we can shine for 
the Lord. (By working together for 
Him.) Verse 28 gives another way. (By 
being unafraid.) What a testimony that 
is today! A girl who knows world con- 
ditions and is concerned about them, yet 
trusts her Lord so fully that she is un- 
afraid, has a real testimony for Christ. 

1 Thessalonians 5:15-22 gives us fur- 
ther directions for the Christian life. 
After we have read this passage each 
of you can tell which verse you think 
will help you most this coming week. 
Suppose you make a little motto of it 
and hang it by your bed, so that you 
will be sure to think of it. 

Our last Scripture this morning is 
found in James 1. Let us read verses 22 
to 25 and see how many times we find 
the words “doer” or “deed.” See how 
much emphasis there is on doing what 
God says. If we say we are Christians 
and do not act like it, our testimony is 
worse than useless. 

The next two verses give us three 
things to do to show that our religion 
is genuine. What is the first one? 
(Bridling the tongue.) This means say- 
ing what we ought to, and keeping from 
saying things that we ought not to say. 

What is the next thing? (To visit 
the fatherless and widows in their af- 
fliction.) Do you girls know any such 
homes where you could visit and help? 
If not you can still show the genuine 
quality of your religion. Notice if any- 
one around you seems unhappy, and 
try to be a friend to her. Make the 
new girl feel at home. Watch for 
chances to do things for other people, 
especially those in trouble. 

Name the last thing. (To keep him- 
self unspotted from the world.) That 
is the hardest of all. We live in a world 
where we constantly see and hear un- 
holy things. Also there are many bad 
magazines and books, but I trust you 
girls hate.such things. “Ye that love the 
Lord, hate evil” (Psa. 97:10). How 
can we keep unspotted from the world? 
By staying so close to the Lord that we 
will hate sin; by learning hymns and 
Bible verses so that holy thoughts will 
fil our minds. Remember, “As he 
thinketh in his heart, so is he” (Prov. 
23:7). 

I do not believe we can overestimate 


Here 
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the importance of having the Lord con- 

trol our thoughts to keep them pure and 

kind. If our thoughts are pleasing in 

His sight, our lives will be the blessing 

God intended them to be. Shall we close 

by saying Psalm 19:14 as a prayer? 
FERNDALE, WASH. 


For Junior Totidlins 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Jesus Answers Peter's Question 
(Matt. 18:21, 22; 1 Thess. 5:15-18) 


ATTY was always thinking of new 

things to do, and usually Pete liked 
doing them. One day Patty announced: 
“We ought to have a club —a ‘Living for 
Jesus Club.” We would promise to do 
the very things our Sunday schcol les- 
son tells us we should do. We could 
have officers and a song and a pin to 
help us remember to live for Jesus every 
day. Maybe we ought to keep a record 
of how well we do things.” “Oh, no,” 
said Pete, “that would be too hard! I 
always forget all about my Sunday 
school lesson as soon as class is over 
until the next Sunday. “That’s just 
why you need a club to meet weekdays 
as well as Sundays, Mr. Pete. I’m going 
to ask the Sunday school teacher right 
now.” And off Patty ran. 


The next Sunday the “Living for Jesus 
Club” was started. Patty was chosen 
governor to lead the club meeting at 
the beginning of class each Sunday, 
when every member was expected to re- 
port on how well he obeyed the club 
rules that week.- Pete was chosen story- 
teller, because, they said, the first story 
was about Peter’s question. Sally was 
chosen scribe to keep the record of at- 
tendance; and Joe, treasurer, to take the 
club dues — one penny a week until the 
little notebooks were paid for. The 
teacher said she knew where the club 
could get some “Living for Jesus” pins, 
so a committee was appointed to see 
about that. Another committee was ap- 
pointed to look up good songs. Nobody 
in the class had to join unless he wanted 
to. It was decided to choose new officers 
every month. 


Who would like to pretend to be Pete 
in our class, and be storyteller today 
— Matthew 18:21, 22? “Chaco’s Verse” 
from Standard “Missionary Pict-O-Graph 
Stories” ! tells how Chaco, practicing the 
verse, “Thou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thyself,” won Mbula, who continually 
tormented him, to come to the Christian 
school to learn about Jesus. In telling 
this story, I add that when the mission- 
ary teacher next day told about the Lord 
Jesus dying on the cross for their sins, 
Mbula had to decide what to do with the 
Lord Jesus. (I place a red cross on a 
plain background with Mbula facing it.) 
Mbula remembered how he had dis- 





1The Standard Pub. Co., Cincinnati 10; $1. 
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obeyed his parents, how he played mean 
tricks, how he had stolen Chaco’s goat. 
Did he receive the Lord Jesus as his 
Saviour from his sins (white R placed 
on flannel board) by asking Him to come 
into his heart and make it clean? Or 
did he refuse to let the Lord Jesus come 
in, so his heart was still filled with his 
sins (black R)? i 

Boys and girls, every one of you has 
to make the same choice—to receive 
the Lord Jesus, or refuse Him. You may 
ask Him into your heart and your sins 
will be taken away—like this clean 
white R. Or you may say, “No, I don’t 
want Him,” like this black R, If you 
have received Him, would you like to 
have a “Living for Jesus Club”? We 
ought this week to try, like Peter and 
Chaco, to be forgiving to those who are 
mean to us. The boys may find John 
13:35, our Memory Verse, and the girls 
1 Thessalonians 5:15. 

Pass out small notebooks. On the first 
page print vertically at left margin: 
LIVING FOR JESUS. Fill in the first 
line with the L: Loving one another. 
On the second page use “Loving one 
another” as title. Copy the Memory 
Verse, and write your own promise of 
how you will try to keep this verse. The 
notebooks may be taken home and rec- 
ords kept during the week. All find 1 
Thessalonians 5:16-18. Let us do those 
verses right now — give thanks, and ask 
Him to help us keep our promises. (In- 
dividual prayers.) 

Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


S I have studied the lessons for this 

quarter, I have been impressed with 
the general topic, Growing in Christian 
Living, and will try to bring that out 
in all the lessons. This summer I have 
had contacts with a number of children 
who have been attending Daily Vacation 
Bible Schools and Christian camps, and 
I am surprised at the deep thinking of 
some, even in the Primary groups. They 
are trying to make the things they have 
learned take effect in their everyday lives. 
They can be helped by this quarter’s 
lessons. And don’t be discouraged if 
they seem not to understand. The longer 
I live, the more I am convinced that 
we cannot know all that goes on in the 
heart and mind of a child. They get 
so much more of both good and bad than 
we realize. Therefore, how much prayer 
we need in dealing with them! 

This first lesson hinges on Peter’s ques- 
tion, “How many times should I forgive 
somebody who has sinned against me?” 
Oh, how many times we hear that ques- 
tion, not in exactly those words, but 
the same substance! From children to 
grandparents, we hear the story of how 
they forgave a person, but that same 
person did the same thing right over 
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again, and they are not going to forgive 
him any more. Family feuds have be- 
gun that way and continued through 
generations. Neighborhoods have been 
torn with strife and hatred for the same 
reason, and, sad to say, churches have 
been divided and the work of the Lord 
hindered because of the same unforgiv- 
ing spirit. 

Christ told Peter to forgive his brother 
seventy times seven times. Some peo- 
ple have forgiven that often. I can think 
of a woman with a drinking husband 
who continued to forgive him for over 
twenty years, and finally won him to the 
Lord by prayer and forgiveness. I know 
parents who have forgiven wayward 
children a thousand times, and prayed 
them into God’s grace. 

To children this is a very special les- 
son, for “getting even” is one of the 
causes of quarreling among children. A 
boy hits another or sticks out a foot and 
trips him, and boy No. 2 must get even, 
so hits back in some way, and a fight 
is on right then. And one of the hard- 
est things to teach a boy is to not hit 
back. I know, because I have two grand- 
sons who have just reached the years 
when boys seem to be more like pups 
than anything else. Almost every time 
they relax, you find them wrestling or 
sparring, or just plain battling. The 
only way to stop it seems to be to keep 
them busy every hour of the day. They 
are good boys, but they have so many 
scores to settle: one said something he 
shouldn’t, one took more than his share 
of some treat, or one just made some 
unacceptable suggestions about what was 
not his affair. 

But these boys have been to a camp at 
Mt. Hermon, and both asked the Lord to 
take their lives and use them, and they 
know that these little bickerings must go 
out of their lives, for they are not what 
God wants. There are thousands of boys 
all over the world who must learn the 
same things, if God uses them in His 
service. 

And it is not just boys— girls do the 
same things. You seldom listen to a 
group of children playing without hear- 
ing quarreling. Much of it comes from 
selfishness and self-will, and the rest 
from not being forgiving. If each child 
in your class could be taught so that 
he would really get it into his heart, 
that there can be no quarrel if he 
forgives, how it would change things! It 
takes that second hitting-back person 
to make the quarrel. 

But a boy says: “I’m not a sissy! No- 
body can hit me and get away with it!” 
And that is the world’s teaching, not 
Christ’s. There are times when one must 
fight for principle, for a just cause, but 
it is never right to fight just to get your 
own way, or because you think a per- 
son injured you. Generally, it is only 
your pride and self-will that are hurt, 
anyway, and not worth fighting about. 
I'd really like to teach this lesson to a 
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few grownups, too, who spend their lives 
trying to justify themselves. I am con- 
vinced that the hardest words for many 
Christians to say are these: “I could be 
wrong.” 

While we're talking on this question 
of forgiving, wouldn’t it be a good time 
to speak about the child who is never to 
blame for anything that happens? Even 
though you are looking directly at him, 
and see him hit the other fellow, he is 
not to blame, because the other fellow 
made a face at him! It all comes back* 
to one thing, that the child and the adult 
alike must let the Holy Spirit come into 
the heart, and teach them to forgive, to 
be unselfish, not seeking their own will 
and way. 

FELTON, CALIF. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 785) 


1. The Manifesto of the Kingdom, be- 
cause it embodies the principles of life 
in the Kingdom of Heaven. 


2. It is really a divine exposition of 
the true intent and inner meaning of 
the older teaching. 


3. Grace is not an abrogation of Law, 
but a fulfilling of it, and all this teach- 
ing on practical holiness is for us. (See 
Matt. 5:17-19.) 


4. It gives taste to otherwise insipid 
foods; it is a pungent preservative; it 
restores mineral waste in the body in 
hot weather. Think of others, and apply, 


5. Too much and long-sustained oven 
heat; exposure to sun and rain; too long 
contact with damp earth. Apply to 
Christian life. 


6. We are lighted from Christ, the 
master-light; or better, He _ shines 
through us. 


7. Perhaps we turn spotlights on men 
instead of letting our light shine. Do 
you like glaring headlights meeting you 
on the highway? Ask to be a glowing 
light, not a glaring one. 


8. See 2 Corinthians 5:21. 
WHEATON, ILL. 
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Surplus Sunday School Literature 


HOSE who have surplus, sound 

Christian literature, especially Sun- 
day school papers, colored leaflets, or 
picture cards of any date or number, 
will find a welcome and useful outlet 
for such surplus by mailing it to the 
Rev. H. G. Ball, Baptist Manse, 157 Find- 
lay Road, Gloucester, England. Mr. Ball, 
who is now in this country, but will be 
returning soon, is pastor of the Trinity 
Baptist Church in Gloucester, and he 
writes that this Sunday school literature 
is desired for free distribution in needy 
city schools, and that any quantities will 
be gratefully received and used. 
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Children &t Home 
The Best of All 


Founded on fact 
By E. G. Avey 


AGOLI and Kukur were rolling and 
S$ tumbling together on the open court 
jin front of Renu’s mud-and-bamboo 
home. I 

They looked like black twins, nearly, 
put one was Renu’s pet goat, and the 
other the family dog. 

Renu watched them from the doorway, 
put she didn’t smile, even at their fun- 
niest tricks. 

Then she raised her eyes over the 
ripening paddy fields to the distant, 
friendly hills. But she hardly saw them 
today. 

It was all very odd, for she loved 
Sagoli, the goat, and Kukur, the dog; 
and the towering hills were dearer to 
her than almost anything else in her 
dear India. 

“What is the matter, little one?” asked 
her mother. “You do your school work 
well. I cannot complain of the way you 
sour the brass cooking pots or run 
erands for me. But somehow you do 
not seem as happy as usual. Aren’t you 
feeling well?” 

‘fm quite well, thank you, Mother,” 
Renu replied. “Don’t be the least bit 
worried about me.” And she tried to 
brighten up just to show that everything 
was as it should be. 

Mother decided to wait until Renu was 
ready to share her problem or until she 
had worked out something that would 
make things right, 

A few evenings later, Renu was peel- 
ing vegetables for the evening rice meal. 
She was sitting on a grass mat on the 
mud floor of the kitchen, with legs 
mossed in true Indian style. She looked 
up suddenly. 

“Mother, do you remember that we 
have our harvest festival at church next 
Sunday?” 

Mother nodded. 
thought. 

“Thave wondered and wondered,” con- 
tinued Renu, “just what I might give 
the Lord Jesus as my first-fruits offering. 
Ishould have the best gift of anyone in 
the village, for I owe Him so much. 
Think of being saved from dying of 
typhoid in the hospital! How good the 
doctor sahib and the nurses were to me!” 

Mother remembered the anxious times 
they had had when Renu was in the 
hospital and the special prayer meetings 
they had held in the village church. 

“Yes, dear, I know that,” her mother 
‘itouraged. “And we thank God every 
tay for keeping our dear girl.” 

iu glanced again at the two animals 
fing together. 

‘Thaven’t a garden,” she went on, “for 
Iwas sick when I should have planted 


ma 


“So that’s it,” she 
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it; so I can’t give vegetables. But I must 
have something very special—I know 
what I'll do!” 

With that she jumped up from the mat 
and threw her arms about her mother’s 
neck. To do this she had to bend down, 
for her mother was putting sticks on the 
fire under the rice kettle. She whis- 
pered something softly and then went 
back to her work. 

Now she was humming with a new- 
found happiness. 

On Sunday morning, clear and bright, 
our Indian family were off to the vil- 
lage church in good time. All wore their 
best clothes, Renu and her mother look- 
ing very pretty in their colored saris. 

“Come on, Horu,” Father was saying 
to Renu’s brother, who was trudging 
along beside him. “Let’s try to go faster, 
for we have the platform to arrange for 
the festival.” 

Because he was Sunday school super- 
intendent, Father was always early at 
the church to see that all was well. 

Between them, he and Horu carried a 
big bag of rice from their own field as 
the first-fruits offering. It was the 
earliest ripened grain of the season, and 
they were happy to give it to the Lord. 

Walking more slowly behind them 
came Renu and her mother, followed by 
Sagoli and Kukur. The animals tried 
to walk nicely as did the family, but now 
and then they had to give each other a 
little nip or push. 

Soon they were all at the church en- 
trance, which was freshly trimmed with 
palm branches and colored paper chains, 

“Thank You, God,” whispered Renu as 
she stepped through the door. “Thank 
You for telling me what I should give 


-You.” 


She walked up the middle aisle, fol- 
lowed by the pets. 

“Come, my little one,” she said lov- 
ingly to Sagoli. “Here you are to stay.” 

With that, she dropped a loop of rope 
over the goat’s neck and fastened the 
other end of the rope to the table just 
below the pulpit. After a few tugs, the 
surprised goat lay down on the mud floor 
and Kukur stretched out beside his 
friend. There they remained for the 
whole service, with hardly a twitch or 
move. 

That was hardly to be expected, for 
other people started to bring their offer- 
ings — pumpkins, garden vegetables, 
potatoes, rice bags, sherves of grain, 
whole bunches of bananas, “baskets of 
tangerines, eggs, and even live chickens 
in woven bamboo crates, 

It was like a bazaar or market scene. 
Everyone knew that when the food was 
sold, the money would help send out 
evangelists to many villages who had 
never heard of Jesus Christ, the Saviour. 

Here and there a whisper could be 
heard: “Who brought the goat? Isn't 
that Renu’s pet?” 

“Oh, yes,” came the answer. “She 
wanted to give the best she had because 
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Suppose! 
SUPPOSE you are living on your own or your 
husband’s comfortable salary, but every year 
you carefully set aside a portion of your in- 
come to invest in American Bible Society 
Annuity Agreements. You receive an excellent 
return on your money—better than you could 
get from many stocks and bonds, and with less 
risk. You re-invest these returns, along with 
your savings as they accumulate, in additional 
Annuity Agreements, which you can buy for 
as little as $100. 


SUPPOSE some day earning capacity and salary 
stop abruptly. You are unworried, serene. You 
have time and money now to devote to interests 
you never had time for before, for as long as 
you live you will receive a regular, generous, 
never-changing income from the American 
Bible Society. 


BUT WHY SUPPOSE? Investigate this Christian 
Plan which provides for your future security 
and at the same time helps in the great work 
Sy of distributing the Holy Bible. 
Make this your Life Plan. Write 
now, today, for the free booklet, 

“A Gift That Lives.” 





MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY WITHOUT FAIL! 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 


Please send me, without obligation, your 
booklet 20SS entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 
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Can You roffard “This? 


Can at afford NOT to read THE CHRIS- 
TIAN RENT when this magazine can 
give oan so much Christian help in train- 
ing your child? Costs only $2 a year— 
packed with fine features, articles, devo- 
tions 10c brings sample. 
Ry CHRISTIAN PARENT 
Highland, Illinois 


LITHUANIA CALLS! 


Hear the soul-hungry cry of 5,000,000 
Lithuanians scattered over the world— 
dispossessed, dissatisfied, without Christ 

the Word of God: Less than 1 per 
cent profess Christ as Saviour! Since 
1928 we have preached Christ by word of 
mouth and printed page in three conti- 
nents. 
Write for the Bible if FREE. Your prayers 
and help requested. Write 

LITHUANIAN we sear ASSOCIATION, INC. 
P. 0. Box 488-T Chicago 90, Iilinois 
Interd 1—A Work of Faith 
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she said she owed the most this last year 
to Jesus.” 

People here and there wiped away a 
tear as they glanced at Renu. But she 
sat straight and smiling on the bench be- 
side her mother. Horu was with his 
father on the opposite side of the aisle, 
as is the Indian custom. All the family 
felt proud of Renu that morning. 

Soon the hymn, “Bringing in the 
Sheaves,” was announced. Everyone filed 
in turn -to the platform to lay down coins 
as verse after verse rang out. 

Everyone remained standing as the 
mellow voice of the Indian pastor 
sounded out the benediction. The har- 
vest festival was over for another year. 

But, as it happened, the parting was 
not over for Renu. As she gave Sagoli 
a final pat, the unhappy animal started 
to bleat loudly. 

“Come along, Kukur,” she called. “We 
must go home now, and leave Sagoli 
here for Jesus. Maybe...” But her 
lips began to tremble before she could 
finish the sentence. “Maybe he will be 
used to feed the hospital patients and 
help to make them well, like me.” 

But the dog, by this time, was getting 
desperate and was starting to gnaw the 
rope around Sagoli’s neck. He seemed 
determined to loosen Sagoli from the 
table leg. 

Finally, Renu’s father, seeing the 
struggle, picked Kukur up in his arms 
and carried him off. 

“He'll soon forget,” Renu told her 
mother on the way home. She was 
really comforting herself as well as the 
dog, although she felt strangely happy 
inside. 

“That wasn’t much of a gift after all, 
was it, Mother? When I think that my 
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Saviour gave His life for me, I want to 


spend my whole life for Him.” 

She lifted up her eyes to the friendly 
mountains and they seemed to give the 
final blessing on the harvest festival, 

St. Paut, MINN, 
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With the New Books 


Any of these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia 30. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 
10 cents additional; and with each 
order of $3 or over, please include 
20 cents additional for handling costs. 





The Fulfillment of Prophecy. By Ches- 
ter K. Lehman. (Herald Press, Scottdale, 
Pa., 30 cents, paper.) In this brochure 
of thirteen chapters and only thirty-two 
pages, the author has packed a concen- 
trated defense of the nonmillennial (or 
amillennial) interpretation of Bible 
prophecy. As Professor of Doctrinal 
and Apologetic Theology in the Eastern 
Mennonite College at Harrisonburg, Va., 
he has read widely of the various schools 
of thought on this interesting subject. 
A very selected bibliography is ap- 
pended which distinguishes between the 
premillennial and nonmillennial views. 
Dr. Lehman is strongly evangelical, but 
also holds to the latter viewpoint, which 
is at variance with the position taken by 
Tue SunDAY ScHOooL TIMEs. 


The Open Secret of Christianity. By 
Nathan R. Wood. (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York 10; $2.) The former presi- 


* dent of Gordon College has given us 


another exceptional book. The heart is 
this: “Christianity offers a Jesus who 
was crucified, and rose again on the 
third day, and whose divine, crucified, 
risen life becomes the life of all who 
let Him in.” Here is a deep message for 
both believer and unbeliever. Both need 
to know that the open secret of Chris- 
tianity is Jesus Christ. The writer's 
style is colorful, yet sharply pointed; 
thoroughly logical, yet afire with holy 
passion. Various Liberal interpretations 
are brought under a concentrated beam 
of light that reveals them clearly in all 
their futility. 

The mysteries of the union of the divine 
and human natures in Christ are, made 
clear and understandable. The victorious 
life is outlined and expounded. On the 
critical side, the author identifies all the 
Gospel variants of “kingdom” as refer- 
ring to the same thing. The view of 
God’s ultimate triumph seems to be 
amillennial. 

In the discussion of the divine pur- 
pose, the relationship of divine sover- 
eignty and the freedom of the human 
will is dealt with. Every major Scrip- 
ture passage, save one, on this question 
is brought to bear. The result is less 
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than Calvinism, but nothing like Armin- 
janism. The author presents God as do- 
ing everything with regard to salvation. 
Being saved is all of grace. But he be- 
lieves that “God cannot win a person to 
Christ, even with all things working to- 
gether for it, unless the person lets God 
do so.” The human part in receiving 
the salvation which God alone has ac- 
complished is simply to stop resisting. 
There is no credit accrued to the indi- 
yidual who surrenders to God, nor does 
this act of ceasing to resist add anything 
to salvation. 


The Epistle of St. Paul to the Gala- 
tians. By J. B. Lightfoot, D.D., D.C.L., 
LL.D. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., $3.50.) The reappear- 
ance of Lightfoot’s classic work on Gala- 
tians will be welcomed by all Bible stu- 
dents. This is an unabridged edition, 
with the Greek text, the full introduc- 
tory studies, and concluding disserta- 
tions, as well as the full notes upon the 
text, all within the compass of a most 
well-bound and readable volume. So 
often commentaries which run the Greek 
text with comments as footnotes use 
print that is a strain upon the eyes. 
This publisher has been good to us by 
using large print on every page. 

This is a conservative and evangelical 
work. The material is not only instruc- 
tive, but often deeply devotional as well, 
There are certain areas of opinion in 
which one might find room for serious 
disagreement. For example, in his dis- 
sertation on “The Brethren of the Lord,” 
Lightfoot supports the Epiphanian solu- 
tion, namely, that the sons of Joseph, 
referred to as Jesus’ brethren, were not 
the sons of Mary but of a former wife 
of Joseph’s. They were bréthren in a 
legal and not in a blood relationship. 
By this view Mary was mother of Jesus 
only, and so far as man is concerned, 
perpetually virginal. The facts adduced, 
the arguments employed, the manner in 
which objections to this view are met, 
seem to this reviewer to be dangerously 
inadequate, and, in many instances, built 
entirely upon suppositions assumed to 
be factual, but which are to be seriously 
questioned 

ve 


Reaching School Children 
With the Bible 


(Continued from page 782) 


Literature giving fuller information 
about this program will be sent to those 
who send name and address. The Way, 
Truth, and Life Book Club, Inc., 125 E. 
ith St, Charlotte 6, N. C., of which the 

is executive director, is a non- 

Profit organization for the distribution 
ot Christian literature. All books listed 
may be ordered from the Book 

Send for some of these books for 

Your own information. All profits and 
are used to promote this program. 
‘The Lora has placed upon our hearts the 
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burden of the public school children of 
America. We covet your prayers. Will 
you place this great need on your prayer 
list and follow as the Lord may lead you? 


CHARLOTTE, N. C, 
we 


No Time To Read the Whole Bible 
(Continued from second page) 


a five-stanza poem by Amos R. Wells 
which is found in his “Collective Poems” 
(out of print). Here are two stanzas: 


I supposed I knew my Bible, 
Reading piecemeal, hit or miss, 
Now a bit of John or Matthew, 
Now a snatch of Genesis, 
Certain chapters of Isaiah, 
Certain Psalms (the twenty-third !) 
Twelfth of Romans, First of Proverbs — 
Yes, I thought I knew the Word ! 
But I found that thorough reading 
Was a different thing to do, 
And the way was unfamiliar 
When I read the Bible —o 


You ane like to vines at Bible, 

Dip and dabble, here and there, 
Just before you kneel, aweary, 

And yawn through a hurried prayer; 
You who treat the Crown of Writings 

As you treat no other book — 
Just a paragraph disjointed, 

Just a crude, impatient look — 
Try a worthier procedure, 

Try a broad and steady view; 
You will kneel in very rapture 

When you read the Bible through ! 


bd 


Israel Returns Home According 
to Prophecy 
(Continued from page 780) 
the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, 
and rejoice even with joy and singing 
. for in the wilderness shall waters 
break out, and streams in the desert. 
And the parched ground shall become a 


pool, and the thirsty land springs of 
water. . . . Ana the ransomed of the 
Lord shall return, and come to Zion 


with songs and everlasting joy upon their 
heads: they shall obtain joy and glad- 
ness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee 
away” (Isa, 35:1, 2, 6, 7, 10). 

(To be continued) 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, October 1 
The Lord’s Supper: A Symbol of Unity 
(Luke 22:7-20; John 17:21; 1 Cor, 11:23-29) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
N THIS Sunday, which is being ob- 
served by Protestant Christian 
churches the world over as World Com-~ 
munion Sunday, it is fitting ‘that Chris- 
tian young people should take time to 
consider afresh the real meaning of this 
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ONLY $2.00 per month 


will now provide enough of the new sulphone 
drugs and vitamins to treat a patient suffering 
from LEPROSY with a good chance to arrest 
the disease or cure it entirely. 

The policy of the I.C.L.M, is to preach the 
“Gospel at every clinic where treatment for 
leprosy is given by our missionaries. 


Join the “$2.00 per Month Club” and help us 
reach the millions of victims of leprosy in 
Africa and in the Orient. Send your regular 
monthly gift for this work to the 


Internationa! Christian Leprosy Mission, Inc. 
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sacrament that is essential in the Chris- 
tian faith, and to see in what way it is 
a symbol of Christian unity. 
b 
In the first place, let us see clearly 
that any unity to be found in the cele- 
bration of the Lord’s Supper centers in 
a person, the Lord: Jesus Himself. By 
His command and in His name is the rite 
performed. He did not say, “This do in 
remembrance of Christian brotherhood,” 
or, “This do as an act of good will or 
good fellowship.” He said, “This do in 
remembrance of me.” 
ye 


And it was not His exemplary life, or 
His gracious words, or His loving con- 
cern for His disciples to which He called 
instituting this rite, al- 
though all of these were very real and 
importaht. When He said, “This do in 
remembrance of me,” He linked this ob- 
servance directly with His body and His 
blood, not offered in a martyr’s death, 
but broken and shed for His disciples, 
and for all who would believe on His 
name. 

oe 

Hence any unity to be found in the 
Lord’s Supper must of necessity depend 
upon what those who partake of it think 
of the Lord Jesus Himself. Only among 
those who look upon Him as the unique 
Son of God who died upon the cross for 





HEBREW CHRISTIANS SUFFERING IN JERUSALEM 


Excerpts from letter of the Rev. Jacob Peltz 
just received from the Holy Land: 
“Hebrew Christians must increasingly become the main 
instrument in the hand of God for the conversion of their people. 
Some of these Hebrew Christians are very poor, some are un- 


“A employed, so many are living in inadequate quarters. 


Many 


of these Jewish believers in our Lord are afraid to confess their 

' faith openly for fear they may lose their jobs and thus bring 
starvation to their wives and little children. 

“It is absolutely essential to establish industries and agri- 

cultural projects to provide work for Hebrew Christians. An 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, 
Ph.B., B.D. 


indigenous church will naturally arise if secret Jewish believers 
can be helped to come out into the open. This can only be done 
if they are able to achieve economic independence, and freedom 


from the fear that their Jewish employers will dismiss them once they declare 


their faith openly. 


“These industrial and agricultural projects must necessarily be small at the 
outset, but even so they will cost tens of thousands of dollars to establish. We as 
Christians must help these Jewish believers in Christ so they may become self- 
sustaining; thus we will enable them to evangelize their own people. 

“For these and others in need and distress, to whom we minister in so many 
areas in Palestine and elsewhere, I plead earnestly for your prayers and gifts. 
Please look with the compassion of our Lord Jesus Christ upon these His needy 
brethren and help us to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and promulgate the 


Gospel. 


It is my earnest hope you will pray that God will move upon the hearts 


of His people for sacrificial giving in these days of great need and unprecedented 


opportunity.” 


A complete copy of Dr. Peltz’s Holy Land letter sent on request. 
Address communications to:-. 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


Rev. Jacob meng | ti .B., B.D., 


91 Semeves 1 Ave. 
Toronto, Ontario 


September 16, 195) 


the sins of the world, and through whom 
alone sinful men can come to the Father 
can we find any unity at the Lord’s table 
Those who look upon the Lord. Jesys 
merely as an “example,” or as one of 
many ways to God, or as one of a num. 
ber of mediators, have no part in the 
union that true believers find when they 
partake of the symbols of the bread ang 
the wine in the manner in which the 
Lord has directed. 
ve 

It is a solemn and sobering thing to 
realize also from Paul’s word to the 
Corinthians, in one of the portions as. 
signed for this week’s consideration, that 
those who fail to discern in the Lord 
Jesus the unique Son of God and the 
Saviour of the world, not only fail to 
enter into unity with true believers 
around the Lord's table, but, by partak. 
ing of this rite unworthily and failing 
to discern in the bread and the wine the 
symbols of the Lord’s broken body and 
shed blocd, such unbelievers eat and drink 
judgment to themselves (v. 29), 

we 

It is for this reason that Paul urges 
the Corinthians to examine themselves 
(v. 28): For true believers, this exam. 
ination undoubtedly refers to previous 
conduct or habits unworthy of a fol- 
lower of the Lord Jesus Christ and in- 
consistent with a sincere Christian testi- 
mony. But may it not also be a warning 
to any who, through ignorance, or care- 
lessness, or willing unbelief, deny the 
Lord of glory and relegate Him to a 
place on the level with Buddha, Con- 
fucius, or Mohammed, or Mary, or who 
reject His atonement on the cross as a 
“bloody gcspel,” repulsive to cultured 
and educated man? 

Now notice one final thing in Paul's 
word to the Corinthians. Believers by 
observing together the Lord’s Supper in 
the manner that the Lord indicated are 
giving a witness and a testimony (v. 26). 
It is a testimony to the Lord’s death, not 
merely that He died, for even those who 
do not believe in His deity will concede 
this. It is a testimony to the whole plan 
and purpose and accomplishment of His 
death for the sin of the world. Thus, 
whenever believers come together to 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper they are say- 
ing to the world that the Lord Jesus 
is the one whom God gave so that “who- 
soever believeth in him should not per- 
ish, but have everlasting life,” and that 











On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
newspapers carry an unusual volume 
of advertising. Thousands turn to these 
pages to plan their buying. Thus they 
knew what te buy and where. The 
Times advertising columns carry news 
of importance to you in your work in 
the church or Sunday school. Why net 


plan your purchases with the help of 
these columns? 
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in Paul's world not to condemn it, but that the 

evers by world through Him might be saved. 
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ether to September 25 to October 1 
Mon.—Matthew 5:1-11. 
Seek These Qualities. 
Prayer SuccEsTIons: “Blessed are the 
poor in spirit: for their’s is the kingdom 
of heaven.” Knowledge of inward need 
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One block from Boardwalk 


Activity Program for Children, Young People 
Young Business Girls and Adults includes 


Bible Clubs Gymnasium Games 
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When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in Tue SunpAy ScHOOL 
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Tues.—Matthew 5:12-20. 
Keep the Commandments. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Whosoever shall 
do and teach them, the same shall be 
called great in the kingdom of heaven.” 
The moral law reveals sin, but cannot 
save from sin because of the weakness 
of the flesh. In Christ God provides, and 
we may obtain, a new heart and spirit. 
The Law can be fulfilled in those who 
have grace to walk in the Spirit and 
not after the flesh. Love fulfills the Law. 
Love will obey, not break, God’s Com- 
mandments. Pray for the Bible Insti- 
tute of Pennsylvania, 160 N. 15th St., 
Philadelphia 2. 


Wed.—Matthew 18:21-27. 
Forgive Without Limit. 


Prayer Succestions: “How oft shall my 











ARION COLLEGE recognizes 


that lasting success is seldom won 
without all-round physical, mental and 
spiritual stamina. Accordingly, along with 
the best possible educational and living 
conditions, the highest standards of ath- 
letic training are also encouraged, 
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Expenses at MARION are maintained at modest 
levels. Above, Meal time at Teter Hall is always 
an occasion for good food and helpful social 
contacts. Below, Attractive dormitory accommo- 
dations for two. 
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Maintaining a scholastic standard 
is necessary for team membership, and the 
program is intended to improve good 
health; to promote broad culture; and to 
emphasize such traits as initiative, perse- 
verance, cooperation, loyalty and self- 
control—invaluable in after life. 
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brother sin against me, and I forgive 
him?” We who have the forgiveness of 
Christ should not set a limit to forgiy- 
ing a brother’s sins. The big debt Christ 
has forgiven us makes it obligatory that 
we forgive the very small debt of sin. 
ning people. Forgive all intentionally: 
and when they confess, do so vocally. 
Our Lord’s forgiving attitude should be 
ours. We should forgive others because 
God, for Christ’s sake, has forgiven us 
(Eph, 4:32). Pray for Emmaus Bible 
School, 6902 S. Normal Blvd., Chicago 2]. 


Thurs.—Romans 12:19-21. 
Love Your Enemies, 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “If thine enemy 
hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him 
drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap 
coals of fire on his head.” Desire, de- 
sign, and promote the welfare of all 
men, especially of enemies. Put your- 
self in the way of doing good to all, 
Harbor no resentment. The Lord’s be- 
havior is your pattern. Let His words 
and ways be your guide. Pray for the 
Home of Onesiphorus, 3939 N. Hamlin 
Ave., Chicago 18. 


Fri—Philippians 1:27-30. Stand Fast, 


Prayer Succestions: “Stand fast in 
one spirit, with one mind striving to- 
gether for the faith of the gospel.” Dif. 
ficult as it is to preserve the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace among 
the professed friends of God, do so— 
stand fast. Be brave and true though 
others falter and fail. Love never be- 
haves unkindly or unseemly. Fight hard 
for the right, but never fight brothers 
and sisters in the family of God. Be 
peaceable and you will not be liable to 
go to pieces. Pray for the New York 
Bible Society, 5 E. 48th St., New York 17, 


Sat.—1 Thessalonians 5:15-23. 
Strive for Holiness. 


Prayer Succestions: “Spirit and soul 
and body . . . preserved blameless unto 
the coming of our Lord.” A life free 
fromi blame before the Lord is the will 
of God for all. God has grace to enable 
us to say No to fleshly enticements and 
Yes to exhortations to righteousness. 
Surrender of evil is all that God asks 
of us. A clean life is the best life and 
the blest life. Pray for the Conservative 
Baptist Foreign Mission Society, 352 
Wellington Ave., Chicago 14. 


Sun.—1 John 1:5-10. 
“Walk in the Light.” 
Prayer Succestions: “If we say that 
we have fellowship with him and 
walk in darkness, we lie, and do not 
the truth.” Habitual practices tell the 
truth about our Christian profession. 
Like figures, they cannot lie. God is 
light, and only those who walk in the 
light of His Word are in the light. 
If we say we know Him and walk in 
sin, our profession is hypocrisy. Pray 
for Ben Lippen School, Asheville, 
N. C. 
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